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ADVENITE 


BY MARY E. ©. WYETH. 
() g'orious Bridegroom ! come! 
SY Come, for thy waiting bride has waited long— 
Oh, touch her lips, and bid them break in song— 
Thy song of welcome —come! 


Our great Deliverer! haste! 
Rest not upon thy grand, triumphal way; 
The captives sigh, the pcis’ners weep and pray 
For their release. Haste! 
Hope of the world! Oh, come! 
Breathe on the dead regenerating breath. 
Save by thy life those saved not by thy death. 


Hope of the hopeless! come! 


Saviour ! make no delay; 

Thy heritage lifs up her hands to thee ; 

Thy church doth yearn her absent Lord to see. 
Hosanna! Lord, we pray. 


Lord of the kingdom! come! 
At Jesus’ name, lo! every knee shall bow. 
Come to thine own! oh, take thy kingdom now. 
Lord Jesus! quickly come. 


“GRACE, GRIT, GREEN BACKS.” 
BY THE REV. EDWIN B. RAFFENSPERGER, 

HANKS to an honored veteran in the Sunday-school 
work for this singular alliteration. It has its pater- 
nity in the service of thirty years, and embodies a his- 
ory interesting in details and important in results. 
EKrernity alone can unfold the value of the 1300 
chools founded by this one man and the blessings 
brought upon the 70,000 children and adults enlisted by 
him in the Sunday-school cause. . 
In his estimation, these three things, “ Grace, Grit, and 
Greenbacks,” are the essentia!s of every good school. The 
words first quoted, it must be admitted, do not at first 
trike the mind pleasantly. There seems to be a mixing 
up of things that ought to be kept separate. There is 
nothing in this enumeration that ministers to the poeti- 
cal taste. The terms actually require an apology just as 
much as did the Dutchman’s dance, which he himself 
characterized as ‘ 
But look at them in the light of our daily Christian 
experience. Is there not something in them worthy of 
study? Do they not present in brief epitome the char 
acteristics of progressive Caristianit~? In this age of 
religious advance upon the sirongholds of Satan one 
cannot well separate the sacred from the secular. The 
men who are giving tone and character to our business 
enterprises are now found in the front. It has been de- 
monstrated by them that “business can be carried into 


‘not very handsome but strong /” 





PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 5, 1876. 


religion and religion into business.” If the two things 
work not well together, it is our fault, There are some 
goodish sort of saints to be found in the church militant 
now who bravely resist all modern innovations, and who 
have no sympathy with anything in religion that was 
unheard of a century ago. They utter doleful reminders 
in reference to the extravagance manifested in church 
matters, and are as earnest in their protests as was the 
Western editor, who illustrated the prevailing extrava- 
gance of the people nowadays by calling attention to the 
costly baby carriages in use, while when he was a baby 
they hauled him around by the hair of his head. 

Now with all proper respect for these conservative 
pullbacks, we must admit the fact that a live Chris- 
tianity is mainly characterized by the three things 
named at the head of this article. There may be a seem- 
ing repugnance unfavorable to a close juxtaposition, 
but practically they work well in concert. What are 
they? 

1. Grace, chie‘est of the three. The word expressive 
of the favor of God toward man, embodying the whole 
congeries of blessings that come to us through the gos- 
pel. The word used to express the mercy of Heaven 
through Christ to our fallen humanity, and also the en- 


joy ment of the divine favor. 


2. Grit, an abbreviation for gritrock or gritstone. 
Meaning some'hing not only coarse grained but very 
hard, that can be made ure of for grinding up things and 
making them palatable. The word is, therefore, em- 
ployed figuratively as a synonym of firmress, courage 
or Ce’ermination, and as representing a very important 
element in the character of any ove whom God uses 
eff-ctively for the advancement of his kingdom upon 
earth. 

3. Greenbacks, a peculiar sort of material, not men- 
tioned in the Bible or dictionary. It has much to do 
with God and the devil. There is no religion in this 
singular sort of paper ; and yet, without it, religion lan- 
guishes! It would be a measure of doubtful expedi- 
eucy for the church on earth to dispense entirely with 
pew rents, collection boxes, subscription papers, finance 
committees, treasurers, and all the appurtenances of 
greenbacks, 

How would our three things work separately ? 

Grace, without Grit or Greenbacks. 

An individual Christian or a car-load of Christians, 
having grace but nothing else !—without firmness to en- 
dure, or courage to encounter, or ability to execute! 
Think, if you please, of a mammoth bottle full of sinners 
“saved by grace” hermetically sealed, or put up in spirits 
like deformed babies in an anatomical museum, simply 
to be looked at! 

Gvit, without Grace or Greenbacks. 

Alas, there are examples here and there. Hence, oc- 
casionally, you meet with an irreligious brawler, an ec- 
clesiastical pugilist, a hot-headed debater, whose chief 
happiness consists in getting up a row in the church. 
Such a man exhibits no love for Christ, no concern for 
perishing sinners, no feeling of individual responsibi- 
lity, no sense of stewardship, and no interest in the ex- 
tension of the kingdom of heaven. 

Greenbacks, without Grace or Grit. 

A sorry picture! 


° 
“Thy money perish with thee,” 
were the memorable words of Peter to the sordid wretch 
who proposed to buy the gift of the Holy Ghost. Ah, 
this “good servant’ becomes a ‘‘bad master.” It is not 
necessary to enlarge on this topic. No rational being is 
disposed to deny the truthfulness of anythiog that may 
be said on the danger of trusting in earthly riches. We 
are al] right in theory, but wrong in practice. How 
dangerous the infatuation of the poor soul that has grit, 
firmness, courage, determination to acquire greenbacks, 
but no grace to restrain it ! “ What shall it profit a man 
if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul ?” 

Oh for the consecration of all our possessions, and the 
Sanctification of all our talents to the Lord! Oh for the 
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indwelling of the Holy Spirit in all our hearts! Oh for 


a zeal commensurate with the eternal interests at stake, 
and the fearful responsibility involved, and for a Chris- 
tian consistency to exhibit continually to the world the 
relation to each other, to our own souls, to heaven and 
hell, of these three things: “ Grace, Grit, Greenbacks |” 


“THE SOUND OF A GOING.” 
BY CHAS. 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


N one of the Sunday-school lessons, to come on next 
month, there occurs a verse, at the end, which it is 

to be presumed will furnish a most suggestive text for 
many pulpitsin the wide land. S>me pastors are preach- 
ing regularly upon the course. Others will be arrested 
by the singular fitness of the narrative, as suggesting 
counsels and cautions most appropriate to dwell upon in 
such times as we are passing through new in the churches, 

The text is this: “ And let it be, when thou hearest 
the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, 
that then thou shalt bestir thyself’ Ard among the 
many points to be developed and enf rced are these 
ihat follow. I think something might be made out of 
them calculated to do much good. 

1, The enemies of God are always ready for an onset. 
‘ All the Philistines came up to seek David.” Wicked 
men must be doing or undoing. If they rest, they die. 
If they do not advance, they lose their last hope. 

2 One real defeat is not enough to end opposition. 
The allies used to say of Napoleon, that he did not know 
when he was ruined. “And the Philistines came up 
yet again, and spread themselves.” 

3. The best defence for Christians is in immediate 
attack. They must, in classic phrase, “carry the war 
into Africa.” Spiritual battles had better be fought on 
the devil’s territory. In a long campaign, thus we 
should best protect our own harvests from ravage. A 
good first thought, on David’s part, was followed by a 
better second. He “went down to the hold;” but he 
left his own defences, and took the field in the “ valley 
of Rephaim.” 

4 There can be no hope of triumph in any strength 
but God’s. That is to be asked for. “And David in- 
quired of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up to the Philis- 
tines ? Wilt thou deliver them into mine hand?” Twice 
he thus sought information in prayer; and twice he con- 
quered by simply trusting in the Lord, who answer:d 
him with a promise. If each platoon in his army had 
been headed by the most famous evangelist in all Israel, 
he would probably in every case have prayed just the 
same, 

5. Holy wile is perfectly legitimate in spiritual war- 
fare. By holy wile I mean sanctified common sense, or 
religious ingenuity. It is fully to think we must give 
up all the profitable ambushes to Satan, and imagine 
surprises are immoral. In dealing with men, even the 
divine Lord uses “the cords of a man,” as well as “the 
bands of love.” 

Observe, sometimes a human soul is so abidingly situ- 
a'ed that one would find it awkwardiy impossible to ap- 
proach it directly, even in its own interest. Its preju- 
dices are alarmingly alive and violent. We must reach 
it in @ roundabout way, lulling suspicion as we go. 
When David,- the second time, inquired of the Lord 
whether he should take the field for an open fight, he 
said, “ Thou shalt not go up; but fetch a compass behind 
them, and come upon them over against the mulberry 
trees.” Often a hard man is subdued through his chil- 
dren whom he loves. Edward Irving began the conver- 
sion of a spiteful tanner by talking to him about leather, 
and telling him more than he ever supposed a minister 
knew; next Sunday the curious man was at his church. 

6. Divine wisdom gives signs for the attack to begin. 
Here we reach that obscure expression about “ the 
sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees.” It 
is queer to find the commentators so puzzled over this 
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insignificant word, What difference does it in any sense 
make what kind of trees these were? The name is used 
only this once in the Bible. So nobody knows precirely 
what it means. In one other place the same cognste 
term is employed, “ Valley of Baca” (Psalm 84:6). But 
that does not meet the difficulty at all. In Palestine 
mulberry trees are common enough even now. There 
may have been a grove of them in the region of Rephaim, 

Among a'l the attempts at identification, I confess my 
imagination bas been arrested the most by that which 
asserts that these trees, in all likelihood, were a sort of 
poplar—perhaps aspens. The leaves of such are singu- 
larly mobile and tremulous, Silver beneath, and dark 
green above, they play wonderfully under the sweep of 
a passing wind, They are hung very lightly on their 
stems. Hence they rustle and quiver, like a thing of 
life, befora a breeze so light as to be imperceptible even 
on sick travelers’ foreheads, These are quite conspicu- 
ous objects in the vicinity of the Jordan. 

Fuch trees, if that is what is meant in this verse, pre- 
sent a most exqisite image by which to speak of the 
Holy Spirit’s influence in revival times. “The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth ; so is every one that is born of the Spirit.” 
Soldiers have told me, some who fought in the Wilder- 
ness, that among all the mysterious and exciting expe- 
riences of war in earnest there is nothing more impres- 
sive and soul-subduing than tle sound and sight, when 
saplings are beating down, and branches are bending, 
before the tread of a concealed foe, the outbreaking of 
whom from cover may be expected at any point and at 
any moment. Perhaps this “sound of a going,” which 
was David’s signal, was intended also to be the Philis- 
tines’ alarm, and may have had much to do with the 
panic which ensued, At any rate, many a shrewd device 
of wicked men has been foiled by the mere sign of the 
coming of God’s Spirit, given to encourage his faithful 
people. 

7. These evidences of a Divine Presence are to be 
most alertly watched for. Our sensible tokens from on 
high are always of a delicate character in themselves, 
no matter how striking may be their results. God 
awakes his people often, not with a loud outery, but as 
a mother awakes her child with simply looking at it. 
He wants to fulfill his promise, “I will guide thee with 
mine eye.” And we must learn from experience what 
the Bride meant in the Song of Songs, when she said, 
“T sleep, but my heart waketh.” We must slumber 
lightly even when taking our permitted rest. 

Now this “sound of a going” was explained to David ; 
he was given to understand that it was Jehovah himself 
in advance of the host; “for then shall the Lord go out 
before thee.” The language reminds one of the Pente- 
cost history; “and suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting.” This, we all know 
now, was the descent of the Holy Ghost which had been 
promised, 

But those disciples would never have received it, if 
they had not been obediently on the watch in the upper 
room, where they were told to wait. And David would 
never have been summoned to victory, if he had not 
quietly hid in ambush, watching—watching—watching — 
until the tree leaves began to quiver, and the forest to 
roar. Some say the twenty-ninth of the Psalms is con- 
nected with this part of David’s career. If so, there 
comes a new meaning into those sentences about “ the 
voice of the Lord.” That was the “sound of a going” 
too, So he sings: “ The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty ; the voice of the 
Lord shaketh the wilderness.” This rustle in the tree 
tops, that began with a sigh, and rose to a tempest, 
was the whisper of the Omnipotent voice, 

8. The first sign of God’s coming must be met with 
immediate duty. “Then thou shalt bestir thyself.” 
Well bays earnest Matthew Henry: “It is comfortable 
going out when God goes before.” The best part of the 
story under our eye is found in those simple words: 
“And David did so.” Now if anybody asks at this 
point what are the ordinary signs of the Holy Spirit’s 
presence, easy answer cain be given in several particulars. 

One is, people are asking such questions as this, A 
spirit of inquiry among Christians is evidence that God 
has come very near. Another is, increased love for the 
Word. Children in the Sunday-school classes, adults in 
prayer-meetings, indeed men and women everywhere, 
will be using the ordinary means of grace, as if they now 
for the firat time believed them to be real instruments 
for good. 

Yet again: Church members will grow sensitive to sin. 
Judgment will begin exactly at the house of God, Oon- 





fessions will be in order. Somebody will break down in 
his prayer. Tenderness will prevail. Old grudges will 
be reconciled. Ancient feuds will disanpear. 

Another sign is, alarm among the impenitent. Just re- 
member the promise in Leviticus 26: 36. See how it 
links in with this intimation here. ‘And the sound of 
a shaken leaf shall chase them, and they shall flee, as 
fleeing from a sword; and they shall fall when none 
pursueth.” Guilt is always suspicious. A dreadful 
sound is in the transgressor’s ears. I once heard a 
legend concerning the aspen tree; that it was the tree 
from whose wood the timbers of our Lord’s cross were 
made; and since then it had never ceased totremble. I 
raise no question about that; I only say this—when the 
Lord is near, wicked men are frightened. 

9. Finally, in all these conflicts success is sure, “ And 
the Lord said unto David, Go up; for I will doubtless 
deliver the Philistines into thine hand.’ So all we have 
to do is—keep doing ‘“‘as the Lord has commanded.” 

Are these not now signs of the times of refreshing, 
which are wonderfully suggestive? Did you ever stand 
on a hill, and watch the waving of the tremulous trees 
beneath you on the slope? Is there nothing just now in 
our communities to remind you of that spectacle? Is 
there around us any “sound of a going?” Who needs 
in these days to put searching questions like one of the 
seers of old? Has there ever been a time in which 
more of the sensible tokens of God’s nearness and pres- 
ence were to be noted and heeded than there are now? 

The church is safe. The petitions of a glorious past 
are all in reserve as yet, waiting their answer. The 
prayers of the nvartyrs have been heard. The goodly 
line of the confessors will see the triumph from above, 
as in their unbroken faith they used to see it from afar, 
It is cheering to think they are with us in the common 
anticipation even yet. The Athenians always had a fine 
tradition, that a throng of their old heroes—the dead 
veterans of Attica—fought for them just as much at one 
time as another, even afier they had died. So six 
hundred years after the victory, the plains of Marathon 
were believed to be haunted with a troop of spectral 
warriors; and every night it was said there might be 
heard the shouts of a phantom phalanx, the neighing of 
steeds, and the ringing strokes of steel on armor, 

Are the good of all ages, even in spirit, still with us? 
Is Christ anywhere near his coming? Is heaven really 
our home? Very well: “ Let it be, when thou hearest 
the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, 
that then thou shalt bestir thyself.” 


HOW TO EXPOUND AND ILLUSTRATE 
SCRIPTURE.* 
BY JOHN HALL, D.D, 


OW to expound and illustrate Scripture is the topic 
forthe hour. First of all, dear brethren, we must 
know the Bible for ourselves if we would be able to ex- 
pound and illustrate it. We are not bound to know 
every other book. A minister is not bound to have re- 
viewed general literature and have it at his fioger-ends, 
but it is disgraceful in himif he does not thoroughly 
know the One Book which is the instrument that God 
gives to him for the doing of his work. It is enough for 
the lawyer if he knows where to lay his hand upon the 
book of cases and authority in his library, but it is not 
enough for us that we know where to get knowledge 
about a particular truth. We need to have that knowl- 
edge at hand for the regulation and direction of all our 
intercourse with those whose good we seek 
In order that we may expound the Bible adequately 
and thoroughly, we must be willing to avail ourselves of 
all the helps that are placed by abundant biblical litera- 
ture at our disposal. The dictionary, the Bible history, 
the geography, the book that explains synonyms,—ail 
these we are to make the best use of we can. And I 
think we will find this to be the truth, that there is no 
better source whence to seek illustration of Bible truths 
than in the valuable missionary literature that is being 
contributed to the church by our beloved brethren in 
foreign lands, and placed within our reach from month 
to month, But even when we have the best general 
knowledge of the Bible, we must take particular pains 
to study the subject which we are to bring before our 
people. The Sunday-school teacher who goes relying 
upon his general knowledge of the Bible, will be sure to 
get in ruts, from which danger he is protected only by 
his careful preparation of the particular lesson that he is 
to teach those who wait upon his instruction, 
There is a large portion of the Bible unknown to 
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many who call themselves Christians; and this is par- 
ticularly the case in the Old Testament. And it does 
seem to me that one of the weaknesses of our churches 
at this time is found in the comparative ignorance of 
their members of this portion of God’s Word. Because 
we start with the New Testament, we assume that the 
people know the Old. Like in the school, if you start a 
boy in the second book of Euclid, he has not a knowledge 
of any of the terms, because he is not familiar with the 
first book. Look at the words in the New Testament,— 
“atonement,” “ sacrifice,’ “ reconciliation,” and a 
thousand others like them, the meahing of which is 
fixed, determined, and illustrated in the most vivid 
way in the Old Testament, 

Bear in mind that we teach the best, when we enable 
our pupils, whether they be adults or young people, to 
see the divine truth which is set forth in the holy gos- 
pel. Everybody knows how a thing will look from one 
angle of observation, and how it will be viewed from an- 
other angle. Now, we do our best when we put our 
learners, old or young, in a position to see the divine 
truths in the light in which the Spirit of God has put 
them, and in the connection in which they stand in the 
Bible. And bear in mind, it is the truth of God that 
the Spirit of God promises to bless. There is no prom- 
ise that my history, or my philosophy, or my speculation, 
or my metaphysics will be blessed to the conversion of 
men; and there will be no good accomplishes’ brt 
through this blessing. If, then, I want the blessing, [ 
must use that particular instrumentality which the Spirit 
of God has pledged to bless; I must set that forth to the 
best of my ability in the very words in which he has put 
these truths. 

Take the minor prophets in the Old Testament. How 
many, even of the advanced Christians, know anything 
about them. When a minister gives out his text from 
the 3d chapter of the Prophet Hosea, and you see the 
people take up their Bibles; well, they are paralyzed 
fora moment. They have to stop and see where Hosea 
comes in, If any man would take the liberty to make 
an exposition of such passages as these, he would be 
doing for the Bible what Livingstone and others have 
done for Africa. This region needs to be explored, and dis- 
closed to the eye of the church. I can understand how 
my brother ministers may be very ready to say, This will 
entail upon me a great deal of labor. Suppose it does! 
My beloved brethren, what are we for but to labor in 
this very thing? But when we try to do God’s will he will 
make things easy to us; and a man who studies God’s 
Word gets all his other work made a great deal easier to 
him. While he is working carefully in the exposition 
of a chapter, he will get many a precious text which he 
will put in his note-book and say, now, at another time, 
when it is suitable, here is the right kind of a text for 
me to work upon before the people; and, with God’s 
blessing, I will make a good sermon of it; and it is 
written with half the labor, as I know from experience. 

Now, one may say—and this is my last point—our 
people demand something new, and therefore I am 
obliged to look out for the isolated and unusual texts, 
and work upon them for the satisfaction of the people. 
My dear brethren, there is nothing so new to the univer- 
sal human heart as the truth of this blessed Book, as it 
is found in the Book; nothing that gives such a range 
and variety of topic, of treatment, and of illustrations, 
And let us bear in mind that our time here for labor is 
very short, and we shall soon have passed away from the 
earth. But if we can connect ourselves, our lessons, our 
sermons with the truths of Gods blessed Word, as they 
are in the Book, the truth remains in the memory of the 
people when we are gone. As we have instructed them, 
there will remain in them the impress of our tastes, our 
instructions, our urgencies, and our needs, linked indis- 
solubly in blessed association with the texts as God has 
put them in this precious Book. And as for the novelty, 
it appears to me that there is a limit to the power of any 
man—be he Addison, be he Leighton—there is a limit to 
the power of any man of producing elaborate, finished 
essays upon disconnected truths. At the end of two or 
three years a man has reached that limit; the people 
soon begin to find it out, and they say to themselves, “I 
guess we had better have another preacher; this man 
is going back to the barrel too often.” The man who 
expounds the word of God conscientiously, investigating 
by the help of all the aids that come to his hand, escapes 
that position, and has a feeling of continual freshness 
in a variety of material, upon which he may expect the 
blessing of God to come down. 

You remember, that the objection of philosophers in 
P&ul’s day, and against his preaching, was, “ Thou bring- 
est certain strange things to our ears.” Now, it is an 
objection to the Bible that it is so old; that it is effete, 
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But while there is antiquity in the Bible, at the same 
time there is all that is fresh, and new, and youthful. 
God has given to it eternal youth, and it is powerful and 
effective, and able in the exact measure in which we pre- 
sent the old and the new, the new and the old, revealing 
truth to the judgment, the conscience, and the affections 
of those to whom we sddress ourselves. 


TILE HOLDING 


BY MARY B 


HAND. 
DODGE 
i N sunshine oft Uve found delight 
Forgetting night would sha ‘e the land 
Forgetting while the day was bright, 
That Christ must hold my hand. 
I recked not that my strength wonld wane 
coming days be less th 


One all 


Should an bland 


r pain, 


tT} + 
Ana 


strony, in j iv 
Must hold my feeble hand. 
Afar from him, I ex 


And sin 


The sweets [ gathere 


uld but fall, 
k within the treacberons sand ; 
I turned to gall 
While straving from his band. 
Drawn 

ay 


close to him, the seething sea, 
e mountain-heights, forbidding, grand, 
Seemed scarce to ber the way for me, 

Held firmly by his hand. 
The billows lost their power to harm, 

The rock to bid me faltering stand, 
When compassed by his loving arm 

And strengthened bv his hand. 
So, now, I fold believing eves, 

(Nor yet forget the wrecking strand,) 
Trusting, where’er the pathway lies, 

To him who holds my hand. 


NELLIE’S TRIUMPH. 
BY A. M. RB. 
‘ O*® how I wish ( knew just what to do!” exclaimed 
Nellie Barrows, as she sat by the open window, with 
folded hands resting on the window-sill, gazing out on 
the gorgeous sunset at the close of a beautiful summer 
day. 

It was one of nature’s perfect days—warm and bright, 
with a clear, gentle breeze; just enough to cause a 
pleasant swaying of the leaves, which makes such sweet 
music to the ear of a true lover of nature. In short, it 
was just such a day as makes one feel happy all’the way 
through, and leads a person of a meditative turn of 
mind to look “from nature up to nature’s God.” Nellie 
was meditative. But the chief subject of these seasons 
of earnest thought was herself; she was constantly look 
ing inward, and brooding over her shortcomings, 

“Ob, what a miserable failure my life is!” she often 
exclaimed, in real bitterness of spirit. “‘Why is it, 
Why can’t I feel like Mary Lee, 
They never seem sad: but their 
faces are just like a glad ray of sunlight all the time, 
They fairly shine with bappiness; and when I ask them 
why my experience is so different, they say, ‘How can 


when [trv so hard? 


or Jennie Turner? 


you help feeling bappy, when Christ has done so much 
for you, and has promised to be with you all the time.’ 
Mary said to me one day, ‘It seems to me he does not 
leave me a singie moment, but helps metodo everything 
I have to do; and, oh! 
much easier. 


it makes unpleasant duties so 
Why, I don’t have any such now. You 
know how I[ used to hate to wash the dishes, and aweep 
the floor. I once thought such homely duties really 
degrading. But now [ sce that nothing is degrading, if 
we do it for Christ.’ Well, I must be very different from 
her, for when I have felt the happiest, I never felt like 
that.” 

These girls had known each other from childbood ; 
had grown up, and been at school together. They had 
become interested in their scul’s welfare: had all become 
Christians, as they hoped, at nearly the same time; and 
bad united with the church together. 

The two had been steadily growing in the divine life; 
but poor Nellie grew if at all, by spasms, She would 
have little seasons of joy, to be followed by greater 
darkness than ever. But to-night her face wore a sweet 
look of trust, for this was one of the glad days; and, as 
she sat there, she repeated the wish that she might know 
what to do, to feel so all the time. 

“Oh, it would be sweet to live, feeling as I have 
to-day! I could do something for Christ then, for it 
would not be hard. But, perhaps, to-morrow I shall be 
all in the dark again, and can’t feel anything. And I 
shall go groping along until God sees fit to break the 
clouds, and let in a little more sunlight on me. Perhaps 
I can’t bear the light all the time, and this is the only 
way he can bring me safe at last to heaven. I often 


forsooth ; that it is antiquated in this nineteenth century. | think of that passage, 
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‘If the righteous scarcely. be 
Yes, if Iam saved at all, I shall be sc y 
But I will go and talk with Auntie Sue about 
it; she never seems to have any doubts, and always 
knows just what to say.” 

Auntie Sue was Nellie’s Sabbath-school teacher, -and 
an earnest, faithful worker in the Lord’s vineyard. A 
few moments later, and Nellie stood at her door, which 
was soon opened by Auntie Sue herself, who gladly wel- 
comed her, imprinting a hearty kiss on her forehead. 
After the usual greetings, Nellie said, ‘ Auntie, [ have 
come to have a little talk with you. I am all in the 
dark again, and want to know how you manage to keep 
happy all the time?” 

“Well, my dear, I will answer your question by 
asking what special reason I have for being otherwise?” 

* But, auntie, I don’t feel real happy, as you seem to. 
There are so many things which trouble me, [ am in a 
constant worry most of the time.” 

“T thought you were a Christian, Nellie.” 

“So I am—that is, I hope I am; but that is one of the 
things which troubles me. I don’t always feel sure about 
it; and were any one to ask me if [ was one, sometim:s 
I should not dare to say yes. Don’t you ever have any 
doubts about it?” 

“No, Nellie. Jesus says, ‘ Him that cometh unto me 
I will in no wise cast out.’ I trust I came to him long 
ago, and believe he will do just what he says.” 

“So do I believe he wil! ; but I can’t always feel it.” 

“ What led you to come here to-day ?” 

“ Because [ was sure of your sympathy and help.” 

“Then, why not go to Christ in the same way? Why 
not believe in him?” 

“Why, auntie, I do believe in him; but I don’t 
always feel as though he heard my prayers; and so I 
go groping on in the dark, doing such hateful things, 
and m king all sorts of blunders, until I get all dis- 
couraged, and think, ‘Oh, dear! what is the use? I can’t 
do things like other folks if I try ever so hard.’ ” 

“T think I see where your trouble lies. You live 
measuring yourself by others, instead of taking Christ 
for your pattern, who is perfection itself. You take a 
poor, weak human being, who at best is an erring crea- 
ture, and try toshape your life accordingly. Remember, 
‘it, is God which werketh in ycu, both to will and to do, 
of his good pleasure.” Now, just stop trying yourself, 
and let him shape your life for you.” 

“ But, auntie, aren’t we to examine our own hearts? 
You know Mr. B—— has a great deal to say in his ser- 
mors about it.” 

“YT know it; but self-examination does not mean 
brooding over one’s little mistakes in every-day life.” 

“ But how can I do differently, if I do not think over 
the wrong things I am constantly doing? I feel like 
saying often with Paul, ‘For what I would, that do I 
not; but what [ hate, that do I” O, auntie, if you 
only knew bow [ feel sometimes! I almost wish I could 
die. Life looks so dark to me,” 

“T fear you have not learned the lesson of trust yet, 
my dear.” 

“No, [ don’t know anything about it. 
that is what I came to you to-day for.” 


saved,’ 
saved. 


Tell me, for 


“Well, it seems to me, we are to give ourselves entirely 
up to Christ, trusting him for all the help we need, in 
every event of life. We are not only to look upon him 
as our pattern, but also as cur helper. He has truly 
said, ‘Without me, ye con do nothing.’ He does not 
tell you, you must be perfect before you come; but, 
come ss you are, Just put your hand in his, willing to 
be led by him; and he will be to you all you need. He 
has redeemed you with his own precious biood, and all 
he asks of you is, simp!y, to ‘believe, and be saved.’ 
You are weakness itself. He will become your strength, 
your ali.” 

“[ thank you, auntie, for what you have said, and 
feel you have done me great good, 
[ have failed, 


[ think I see wherein 
Life seems beautiful when I listen to 
you, and if I could only live that perfect life I see before 
me now, [ should feel that my life was a success indeed.” 

“ Keep near to Christ, my dear girl, ‘ casting all your 
care upon him; for he careth for you,’ and all will be 
well. Do not try to carry a single burden yourself, but 
cast everything upon him. You cannot ask more than 
he is willing todo, Bear in mind always that precious 
promise, ‘If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will 
do it;’ and believe it.” 

“T will try.” 

She did try, but many times she failed, and often her 
courage seemed well-nigh gone; yet she had learned 
one thing—to look to Christ in sunshine a» well as in 
shadow, and in her seasous of darkness she drew nearer 
to him, clinging to him with that desperation which 





one feels who sees his only help and chance of escape. 
And those precious words, ‘Come unto me, all ye that 
labor, and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest,’ 
were fulfilled to her. And those who knew her long 
years after, little knew the struggles she had passed 
threugh, and out of which she had come, purified like 
gold, until the Master’s image was visible to all. No 
one who then looked upon her sweet, peaceful face, 
would ever dream of the doubts which once filled her 
soul, 


DAVID'S HISTORY AND DAVID’S PSALMS. 


BY THE REY. W. F. CRAFTS. 
AVID’S Psalms are his autobiography, and ought to 
be read in connection with his biography by 
Samuel, in order to get his complete history from both 
the outward and inward points of view. The Psalms 
will be tenfold more significant if read with the events 
that suggested them, and the bare outline of David's 
public histery will be shaded and tinted into life-like 
distinctness and completeness by inserting at appropri- 
ate places these heart-chapters of historic song. Inthe 
study of a lesson on David, in the home or Sunday- 
school, the appropriate Psalms might be introduced with 
great benefit, to show the feelings prompted in David’s 
heart by the outward circumstances under consideration. 
Responsive reading in the church or Sunday-schoo!, 
of the Psalms most clo:ely connected with the subject 
of the dey, would afford a most valuabie “ Bib’e light 
on the lesson.” Ihave accordingly arranged tue Psalms 
of David in their prubable historic conuection, as given 
by the best biblicai scholars, or shown by the titles or 
contents, 
1. David’s shepherd life (1 Sam. 16). Psalms 23, 19. 
2. David’s victory over Goliath (1 Sam 17,18), Psalms 
8, 9. 
3. Saul’s effort to capture David in his own home (1 
Sam.19:11.) Psalm 59. 
4. Jonathan’s warning (1 Sam. 20: 35-42). 
11, 64, 
5, David’s flight to Ahime'ech, the priest (1 Sam, 21: 
1-9, ete.). Psalm 52. 
6. David’s flight to Gath (1 Sam 21: 
56, 70. 
7. Escapes from Gath (1 Sam. 22: 1). Psalm 34. 
8. David in the cave of Aduliam (1 Sum. 21: 1, 2), 
Psalms 57, 142, 13, 40, 141. 
9. In the forest of Hareth (1 Sam. 22:5; 23: 
Psalms 63, 17. 
10. Escape from Keilah to mountains of Z:ph (1 Sam, 
23: 10-13). Psalms 31, 54. 
11L. David sparing Saul (1 Sam, 24: 1-16). Psalm 7. 
(An appeal against Cush who had siandered him to 
Saul, saying: “ David seeketh thy hurt.”’) 
12. The cave of Engedi (1 Sam. 23: 
35, 36. 
13. Wilderness of Paran,—Incident of Nabal (1 Sam, 
25). Psalm 53. 


Psalms 


11). Psalms 


14, 16). 


29). Psaloos 


| Nabal means “‘ fo: 1.” | 

14, Ziklag (1 Sam. 27). Psa'ms 16, 38 39. 

15. David, king at Hebron (2 Sam. 2: 17) 
26, 101 

16. King at Jerusalem (2 Sam. 5: 6 25), 
108, 110. 

17. The Ark brought to 
Psalms 132, 15, 24, 94, 138, 29. 

18. Wars of David with Edom, Syria, ete. (2 Sam. &.) 
Psalms 60, 61, 44, 20. 

19. David’s penitence for the “‘ great transgres:ion,” 
(2 Sam, 11, ete.) Psalms 51, 32, 6, 69, 108 

20. Absalom’s rebellion (2 Sam, 15-18). Psalms 4, 
(first evening of flight); 3 (next morning; also the 
two Psalms next mentioned), 5, 143, 26, 28, 61, 144, 62, 
148, 42. 

21. Ahithophel’s treason (2 Sam. 15-18). Psalms 55 
41, 109, 

22. Victory over Absalom (2 Sam. 18). Psalm 48, 
(David’s prayer at Mabanaim, while Joab fougit with 
Absalom in the woods.) 

23. Sheba’s rebeilion (2 Sam, 20, 21). 


Psalms 
Psalms 21, 


Jerusalem (2 Sam. 7), 


Psalms 2, 84, 

24 David’s review of his many victories (2 Sam, 22). 
Psulm 18. 

25. The pesti'ence withdrawn (1 Chron. 20: 14-30; 
21: 1). Paalm 30. 

26. The building of the Temple committed to Solomon 
(1 Chron. 28, ete.) Psalms 65, 67, 68 

27. David's review of his life. Psaim 145, 

28. Giving the kingdom to Svlemon (1 Chron, 29), 
Psalms 72, 91, 

The authorities chiefly consulted in this arrangement, 
are Lange’s Commentary, Dr. Wm. M. Taylor’s David, 
King of Israel, and a book bythe Rev. Henry Linton, 
of England, on The Psalms of David and Solomon 
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LESSON HELPS. 


——~<——_——_ 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


| First Quarter, 1876.) 


6. Feb. 6.—David Sparing Saul..............cccccseccceeeseeres -1 Sam. 24: 1-16, 
7 Feb, 13.—Saul and his Sons Slain.........ccccccceceeeeeeees 1 Sam. 31: 1-6. 
8. Feb. 20.—David Established King....................+ 2 Sam. 5 :17-26 


49. Feb, 27.—The Ark brought to Zion......... 0.0... 

10. March 5.—God’s Covenant with David... .2 Sam. 7: 18-29. 
11, March 12,—Absalom’s Rebellion.......... .2 8am, 15:1-14, 
12. March 19.—Absalom’s Death. ..........ccccccceeceeeeecees 2 Sam. 18: 24-33. 
18. March 26.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 


28am. 6: 1-15. 






LESSON 8, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1876. 


Title: DAVID ESTABLISHED KING. 
GOLDEN TEXT: BELIEVE In THE LoRD your Gon, 
SO SHALL YE BE ESTABLISHED, —2 Ch, 20: 20. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Feb. 14: 2 Sam. 5: 17-25, 

Tuesday, Feb. 15: 1 Sam, 25: 1-14, 

Wednesday, Feb. 16: 1 Sam, 30: 1-17. 
Thursday, Feb. 17: 2 Kings 18: 28-87. 
Friday, Feb. 18: 2 Kings 19: 1-19. 
Saturday, Feb. 19: 2 Kings 19: 
Sunday, Feb. 20: Matt, 7: 1-11. 


Victory through prayer 

Former inquiries and victories. 
Former inquiries and victories. 
Judah invaded by Rabshakeh. 

Hezekiah’s inquiry of the Lord, 

Hezekiah’s victory. 

Promise to prayer. 


32-37, 


LESSON TEXT. 
{2 Sam. 5: 17-25.) 

17, But when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David 
king over Israel, all the Philistines came up to seek David; and 
David beard of it, and went down tothe hold, 

18, The Philistines also came and spread themselves in the valley 
of Rephaim, 

19. And David inquired of the Lorp, saying, Shall I go up to the 
Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into mine hand? And the Lorp 
said unto David, Go up: for | will doubtless deliver the Philistines 
into thine hands. 

20. And David came to Baal-perazim, and David smote them there, 
and said, The Lorp hath broken forth upon mine enemies before 
me, as the breach of waters. Therefore he called the name of that 
place Baal-perazim. 

21. And there they left their images, and David and his men 
burned them. 

22. And the Philistines came up yet again, and spread themselves 
in the valley of Rephaim. 

23. And when David inquired of the Lorp, he said, Thou shalt not 
go up: but fetch a compass behind them, and come upon them over 
against the mulberry trees. 

24. And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of a going in the 
tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir thyself: for 
then shail the Lorp go out before thee, to smite the hosts of the 
Philistines. 

25. And David did so, as the Lorp had commanded him: and 
smote the Philistines from Geba until thou come to Gazer. 


EXPOSITION, 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 


EAD 1 Chron, 11: 1-9; 14: 8-17; and Psalms 30 and 

101. If the teacher be supplied with a map, he wiil 
find it always interesting and profitable to point out the 
places named, indicating their relative position and distance 
from each other. 


THE CONNECTION, 


After the disastrous defeat of Israel on Mount Gilboa, the 
Philistines remained masters of the situation and overran 
and occupied a great portion of the country. When David 
at Ziklag heard the sad results of the battle, he mourned 
deeply and sincerely for the fallen monarch; and his noble, 
princely son, his own bosom friend ; he expressed his grief in 
an elegy of great beauty and pathos. By divine direction he 
went to Hebron, a city of Judah; and there he was anointed 
king of Judah by the elders of that tribe. 

In the meantime, Abner, cousin and chief general of Saul 
(1 Sam. 14: 50), took the son of Saul and made him king at 
Mahanaim, over the other tribes of Israel. Hence, arose a 
civil war between the two parties; Abner leading the armies 
of Ishbosheth, and Joab commanding the forces of David. 
The contest was bitter and protracted; but the power of 
David gradually increased. After the unhappy death of the 
valiant son of Ner, and the feeble king of Israel, by assassi- 
nation, the war which threatened to divide the kingdom 
came toanend. These deeds of violence were abhorrent to 
the mind of David and condemned by him. On the death 
of Ishbosheth representatives of all the tribes in vast numbers 
gathered at Hebron and anointed David king over all Israel, 
with great unanimity, and loyally placed all their forces 
under his command, while their most valiant captains readily 
followed his banner, They assign good reasons for their 
act,—his relation to them ; his past valiant conduct; and his 
selection by God, 

Thus in the thirty-eighth year of his age, in the vigor of 
his manhood, disciplined by trial and qualitied by ex- 
perience, was David seated on the throne to which "he had 
been destined from his youth, amid the glad rejoicings of the 
nation and the manifest tokens of the divine favor. His first 
care after his coronation was the selection of a proper capital, 
and the erection of a suitable palace. How he accomplished 
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these objects is recorded in the passage immediately 
préteding. 
THE LESSON. 
In this lesson we are given an account of two series of 
similar events, each embracing : 
A special prayer ; (3) A glorious victory. 


1) An hostile invasion ; (2) 


1. THE FIRST SERIES (17-21). 
1. The invasion. Since the overthrow of Saul and his sons, 
notwithstanding the subsequent victories of Abner, the Phil- 
istines seem to have kept possession of many of the cities and 
forta in the land of Israel; and when they heard that David 
had been anointed king over all Israel, they hastened, ere 
he had time to organize his government or consolidate his 
forces, to attack him, and knowing something of the wisdom 
and valor of the man with whom they had to deal, they 
summoned together all their forces, and marshalled them in 
the plain of Rephaim, an exceedingly fertile valley, lying on 
the west of Jerusalem (Josh. 15: 8). The foe was formida- 
ble, both in numbers and position, and David doubtless felt 
that his own personal safety and the existence of his kingdom 
were imperilled; he therefore concentrated all his troops 
and took possession of a strongly fortified fortress, supposed 
by some to be the cave of Adullam, termed because of its 
security and impregnable position as well as on account of 
its great size, “the hold.” The Philistines spread them- 
selves over the entire plain and even occupied Bethlehem as 
a garrison (2 Sam, 23: 14). 

2. The prayer. Having made use of all the means which 
military skill and strategy could suggest, acting under a deep 
sense of solemn responsibility, actuated by a profound rever- 
ence for the will uf God, and feeling himself to be only the 
captain of the Lord’s host, David inquired of the Lord, pro- 
bably through Abiathar, in the usual manner, by the use of 
the sacred symbols (Num. 27: 21; 1 Sam. 23: 9; 2 Sam. 2: 
1). David's prayer is specific. He asks as to his own duty, 
and the divine purpose. Shall [go up? Wilt thou deliver? 
The answer is clear and most assuring as to both points. Go 
up, I will give the Philistines into thine hand. 

3. The victory. With what courageous confidence would 
David lead his troops into the field that day; and, the an- 
nouncement being made to the army that the king had 
divine assurance of success, with what enthusiasm would 
they follow him. The victory was easily won. The foe 
seem to have been panic-struck and fled, leaving behind 
them their idol gods, which David ordered to be burned, 
according to the law of God (Deut. 7: 5, 25). 

The glory of the victory David ascribed wholly to the 
Lord who had driven the enemy before him like a flood ; 
and he gave a name to the place, as an enduring memorial 
of the divine aid which he had received. 


ll. THE SECOND SERIES (22-25). 


1. The invasion. Though the Philistines had been routed 
and put to flight, yet as David did not follow up the victory 
to their utter discomfiture, they determined to make another 
attempt to subvert his kingdom. Stimulated now not merely 
by national enmity and the lust of conquest, but by a burning 
desire to avenge their insulted deities, they bring greater 
forces into the field than before. They had doubtless spent 
the months which had elapsed since their previous defeat in 
making preparations on a large scale, and they spread them- 
selves again over the old battle-ground, ready for a conflict, 
which all felt must be a decisive one. 

2. The prayer. David unelated by his former success, and 
gratefully remembering the divine interference in his behalf, 
once more reverently inquires through the high priest of the 
Lord, askivg, as we learn from the answer, the same questions 
as formerly, to which he receives an answer containing deti- 
nite directions, and indicating another mode of attack and 
also a significant sign: Thou shalt not’go up, that is, thou 
shalt not attack them directly in front, but thou shalt march 
round behind them, and come upon them from behind the 
forest of trees, and this shall be to thee for a sign that I am 
with thee. When thou hearest the sound as of the march- 
ing of an invisible host, on the tops of muiberry trees, then 
rush at once upon the foe, and the battle is won. 

3. The victory. 
tions. 
mission, he accepted it in a spirit of filial obedience. 


David strictly obeyed the divine direc- 
Having asked guidance in a spirit of childlike sub- 
He 
leads his forces behind the foe, waits for the supernatural 
signal, then makes a sudden advance and scatters the hosts 
of the enemy. This time he pursues and amites them all 
along the line of their hasty and disorderly flight. In con 
sequence of these repeated splendid victories David was not 
only loved at home, but feared abroad. His fame went into 
all lands, and the Lord brought the fear of him upon all 
nations (1 Chron. 14: 17 ; Josh. 6: 27; Deut 11: 25). 

The fires of civil discord being completely extinguished, 
and the danger of foreign invasion removed, David was as 
lovingly enthroned in the hearts of the people, as he was 
firmly established in the sovereignty of the kingdom. 
PRACTICAL REMARKS, 


(a.) God rules among men. He putteth down one and set- 
teth another up. Men, even when following the bent of their 
own inclinations, are bringing about the divine purpose, 
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(b.) God keeps his promises. God sent Samuel to anoint 
the young shepherd of Bethlehem to be king over Israel, 
and in due time, though Samuel did not live to see it, in 
spite of the persecution of Saul, the divi-ion of the nation, 
and the hostility of the Philistines, David ascended the throne 
accordirg to the words of Samuel. All God’s promises are 
sure ; what he has said he is able and will certainly perform. 
Blessed are they who put their trust in him. 

c.) God delivers his people. Again and again had God in 
marvellous ways delivered David from imminent danger, 
and when the Philistines rose up against him ere his throne 
was firmly established, he repeatedly interposed in his be- 
half. Every true believer may say the Lord is my helper. 
(Instances: Moses, Joseph, Daniel, and Peter.) 

(d.) God prepares a man for his work. What severe and 
necessary discipline for David lay between the sheepfold of 
Bethlehem and the palace in Jerusalem! What experience 
in self-restraint and patient endurance, in the knowledge of 
men, and in the management of affairs military and civil ! 
So it is with each of us, the present is a school for the future. 
It is by the exercise of our faculties that they are matured, 
and disciplined into sinewy strength. In this life also we 
are meetened for the next. 

(e.) God employs human agents. He might have destroyed 
the armies of the Philistines as he subsequently did the 
hosts of Sennacherib, but he employed the miiitary genius of 
David and the weapons of his soldiery for their overthrow. 

(f.) God gives special answers to prayer. (Ask for Scrip- 
ture instances. ) 


PRIMARY NORMAL HINTS. 


BY FAITH LATIMER, 


SCRIPTURE FACTS IN CONNECTION. 
Hebron : 2 Sam. 2: 1; 


Gen. 23: 19, 20; Gen. 49: 29-31. 






(1 Sam. 16; 12, 18. 
Three anointings: < 2.Sam. 2: 4-11. 
{2 Sam. 5: 3; 1 Chron, 12: 38-40, 
Age of David: 2 Sam. 5: 4. 
Age of Jesus: Luke 3: 2 
Age of priests: Num. 4 30, ete. 


Heathen gods: 


Deut. 7: 5 
Altar of Baal: y 


Judges 6: 25-32, 
(2Sam. 5: 17-25, 
(1 Chron. 14: 8-17 


Parallel accounts 


David established: Psa, 89: 20-37. 


HE whole of this lesson and its golden text seem 80 com- 
pletely embodied in its title, it would be well to use the 
three words as distinct points for questioning and teaching. 
Ask for the name of the lesson. If you use primary les- 
son papers, which are a great assistance by insuring home 
help, the class ought always to know the title, the golden 
text, and some of the main facts in the Scripture selected. 

Place the three words (one at a time as you need) upon 
the blackboard. Let the children tell you each letter to put 
on in the name of 

DAVID. 

Call for what they can tell of him, allowing many an op- 
portunity by asking such definite questions as will call for 
the exercise of memory of former lessons, and the reasoning 
faculties, bringing their thoughts up to this period of David’s 
life. Who would many of the people want to rule them after 
Saul was dead? Who would those brave soldiers want who 
had fought with David in caves, over rocks, and in forests? 

What did David always do when he wanted to know what 
“ He inquired of the Lord.” What 
“Tf any of you lack wisdom let him——” 
David asked of God, “Shall I go up to any of the 
cities of Judah?” The Lord answered, “Go up.” “Where?” 
David said. “To Hebron,” was the answer. 
member anything about Hebron ? 

When the people came to the promised land and it was 
divided and given to them, how many men were alive who 


was right and best? 
does that mean? 
what? 


Can you re- 


were grown up when they started from Egypt? Who was 
Hebron had been 


promised to him when he went forty years before to spy out 
the land; it was given as a reward to a faithful servant of 


the one man whg had “ followed fully ?” 


God. Can you tell whose graves were there? A second 
time it was given as a reward for faithful trust. God told 


Da: id to go to Hebron, and there the men of those countries 
anointed him to be their king. 

Had he been anointed before? Where? By whom? At 
The second time he was anointed by the 
wish of the people who chose him to rule over them? 


whose command ? 


He was ju-t thirty years old when he was anointed at 
Hebron. How old was Jesus when he was baptized and the 
The priests had 
to be thirty years old before they could perform all the ser- 


Spirit of God rested on him like a dove? 


vice in the tabernacle. Seven years and a half David reigned 
Where? By that time all the people of 
the whole nation of Jews wanted to have David for their 


king ; 


in the same place. 


the elders of Israel and their men of war came and 
told him that they knew the Lord had chosen him to reiga 
over them, and they were of one heart to make him their 


king. So David promised, or made an agreement with them, 


before the Lord, to rule in his fear, and then they anointed 
him as king over them too. They had a great feast which 





February 8, 1876.] 








lasted for three days, a time of rejoicing and great joy. How 
many times did that make that David was anointed? 

A nation of wicked people lived in a strong city about 
twenty miles from Hebron. The Jews had never been able 
to drive them out; one of the first things King David did 
was to attack and conquer that city, and drive the wicked 
people away. Then he went there to live. It was called 
the City of David. There Solomon built the great temple 
afterwards. 

Do you know the name of the city? Can you tell some- 
thing which was done in Jerusalem, or its temple while 
Jesus lived ? 

Here is one verse which tells us the secret of David’s great- 
ness: “And David went on and grew great, and the Lord 
God of hosts was with him.” 

With such a Helper you may be sure that after ail his 
troubles David was 


ESTABLISHED. 


That is a long hard word. What does it mean? 
else have we heard that word to-day? Did we ever hear it 
before in a golden text? Were all David’s enemies dead? 
Who conquered when Saul and his sons were killed? They 
heard that David was king and they came and spread 
their great armies in a broad valley between Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem. Beyond it were forests and rocks in ledges and 
caves, There they were, getting ready for battle. What was 
always the first thing David did when in trouble? Did he 
feel strong and think he could do as he thought best himself? 
“ He inquired of the Lord,” “Shall I go up against the 
Philistines?” “Go up,” wasthe answer. “ Wilt thou de- 
liver the Philistines into mine hand ?” 

What does God say—“ Call upon me in the day of trouble ; 
I will deliver thee.’ David called, God answered: “I will 
deliver.” Divid believed in his God ; the Philistines believed 
in theirs. They carried theirs before them as they marched, 
images of wood; and when they spread their tents, they set 
up their idols on standards as we would set up a flag or ban- 
ner. But God was on the side of David and his men, and 
the Philistines were chased away, just as the waves of the sea 
are beaten by the furious stormy wind. They ran and left 
their idols behind them: once, Jong ago, they captured the 
Ark, now God’s people had their gods. What shonld they 
do with them? Was there any gold or silver on them they 
could save ? 

God told his servant Moses, long before, what to do in such 
acxse, What did Gideon do to the altar of Baal? Don’t 
you know that sometimes when men have a victory to be 
giad about, they light torches and bonfires? What a grand 
bonfire lighted up the broad valley when David and his men 
burned up the idols, images of gods which could not even 
keep from turning to smoke and ashes, 

The Philistines who ran away, tried once more to conquer 
David ; perhaps they came again the next year at harvest-time. 
Was David sure he could conquer again? The first thing to 
do was always the same. What? “He inquired of the 
Lord.” This time the answer was: “ Thou shalt not go up— 
go behind them.” Did David ébey ? 

The best obedience is as a child once answered—“ What is 
it to obey ?” “ Do as you are told and don’t say why!’ “ Go 
behind them,” God said, “ and when thou hearest the sound 
of a going on the tops of the trees bestir thyself.” 

Pray to God, and then do all you can for yourself. David 
must not be idle, he must have his soldiers ready and listen 
for the promised sound in the tops of the trees, 
tened. 


Where 


They lis- 
In God’s good time the sound swept through the tree 
tops; the Philistines heard, they thought it was the rushing 
of a mighty host-—they turned to flee in fright. David and 
his army were behind, and ready to follow and slaughter by 
thoucands as they ran. So David was established 


KING. 


We have two more chapters almost alike: two accounts of 
our lesson to-day, one of them after this story of the flight 
of the Philistines, says, “The fame of David went out into 
all lands, and the Lord brought the fear of him upon all 
nations.” 

Did David give thanks? We have more of his words of 
praise to God, than any one else who ever lived. He sang— 
“Why do the heathen rage? The kiags of the earth set them- 
selves, and the rulers take counsel together againat the Lord and 
against his anointed.” He remembered the foolishness of the 
idols who could not save the Philistines, and gave all the glory 
to God, saying again and again—“ Trust thou in the Lord.” 
“ He is a Help and a Shield.” 

An admirable exercise is one recommended long ago, by 
Mr. Pardee, reciting, with appropriate motions, touching the 
eyes, mouth, etc., Psalm 115: 1-11. It would be appropri- 
ate for this lesson, if time allows. There had never beensuch a 
king as David before. He had great wealth, he had an im- 
mense army of brave soldiers. Some “ who could use both 
the right hand and the left in hurling stones and shooting 
arrows out of a bow.” Some “who could handle shield and 
buckler, whose faces were like the faces of lions, and some as 
swift asthe roes on the mountain.” 


Why was David established king? Can our golden text 
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tell us? How many times in the lesson do we learn “ he in- 
quired of the Lord.” Because he made God his refuge and 
strength the Holy Spirit helped him to know that God said : 
“T have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I 
anointed him; with whom my hand shall be established, 
mine arm also shail strengthen him.” 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


V 17 invinted David king . Then Samuel took the horn of 
‘. 
. 


oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren, 1 Sam. 


16: 18 And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed 
David king over the house of Judah, 2 Sam, 2: 4 . So all the elders 
of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and King David made a league 
with them in Hebron before the Lord: and they anointed David king 
over Israeli, 2 Sam. 0 


King over Israel . David was thirty years old when he began to 


reign, and he reigned forty years. In Hebron he reigned over Judah 


even vears and six months; and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and 


three years over all Israel and Judah, 2 Sam. 5: 4,5... And the 
ime that he reigned over Israel was forty years; seven years reigned 
he in Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem, 1 
bron, 29: 27... . Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion, 
Psa, 2: 6.., But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ey a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy king 
dom, Heb. 1: 8 

The hold . And David was then in an hold, and the garrison of 
the Philistines was then in Bethlehem, 2 Sam. 28: 14... And there 


came of the children of Benjamin and Judah to the hold unto Davids 
1 Chron, 12; 16. And they laid hands on them, and put them in 
hold unto the next day, Acts 4: 5... Babylon the great is fallen, is 
fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every 
foul spirit, Rev. 18: 2... The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day 
of trouble, Nahum 1: 7. 


V.18. Valley of Rephaim. . . And the troop of the Philistines pitched 
in the valley of Rephaim, 2 Sam 28; 15... And the host of the Phil- 
istines encamped in the valley of Rephaim,1 Chron, 11: 15... It 
shall be as he that gathereth ears in the valley of Rephaim, Isa. 17: 5. 

V.19. Inquired of the Lord ... Andit came to pass after this, that 
David inquired of the Lord, saying, Shall [ go up into any of the cities 
of Judah? 2 Sam. 2: 1... Therefore David inquired of the Lord, say- 
ing, Shall I go and smite these Philistines? 1 Sam. 23: 2... Then 
David inquired of the Lord yet again, 1 Sam. 23:4... And David 
inquired at the Lord, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? 1 Sam. 
30:8... Ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do 
this, or that, Jas.4: 15... Ifany of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, Jas. 1: 5. 

V. 20. Bual-perazim ... For the Lord shall rise up as in mount 
Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may 
do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange 
act, Isa. 28: 21. 

V. 21. Burned them . . . But thus shall ye deal with them; ye shall 
destroy their altars, and break down their images, and cut down their 
Deut.7:5... The 
graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire, Deut. 7: 25 


groves, and burn their graven images with fire, 


And when they had left their gods there, David gave a command- 
ment, and they were burned with fires1 Chron, 14: 12... And they 
cast their gods into the fire; for they were no gods, but the work of 
men’s hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them, 
Isa. 37: 19... And I will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of 
Egypt; and he shall burn them, and carry them away captives, Jer. 
43: 12, 

V. 24. A sound... 


For théLora had made the host of the Syrians 
to hear a noise of ¢ 


hariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a 
great host; and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath 
hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyp- 
tians, to come upon us, 2 Kings 7: 6. . 

Thou shalt be 


the da 


stir... And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this is 
I y in which the Lord hath delivered Sisera into thine hand; is 
not the Lord gone out before thee’? So Barak went down from mount 


and ten thousand after him, Judg.4: 14... Arise, for the 
Lord hath delivered into your hand the host of Midian, Judg. 7:1 


LDeee 


Tabor, 


And Jonathan said unto his armor-bearer, Come up after me; for the 
Lord hath delivered them into the hand of Israel, 1 Sam. 14: 12... 
Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; forit is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure, 
Phil 12,13... Work; for lam with you, saith the Lord of hosts, 
Hag. 2: 4. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


+) SA MUEL 5: 17.— Went down to the hold.—He went from 
A’ the fort of Zion to some other strong place below, where 
his army might conveniently have their rendezyous.—Bp. 
Patrick. 

Retired into the citadel.—Geddes. 


18. The Philistines also came —During the civil war be- 
tween the house of Saul and David, those restless neighbors 
had remained quiet spectators of the contest. But now, jeal- 
ous of David, they reso!ved to attack him before his govern- 
ment was fully established.—Jamieson, 


The valley of Rephaim.—Which in Josh. 15: 8, we trans- 
late the “ valley of giants,” lying westward of Jerusalem.— 
Bp. Patrick. 


The hostile army boldly advanced, and encamped deep and 
wide in the valley of the giants (Rephaim)—a cultivated 
plain extending southwest from the very brow of the yalley 
of Hinnom. Gentle hills lie along the northwest side of it. 
Broad next the city, it slopes gradually, till at the north- 
western end it becomes a deepening and narrowing valley. 
Although the ground is stony aud uneven, still it is a highly 
cultivated stretch of land.— Knoz. 2 


19. David inquired of the Lord.—David, though forward 
enough to go forth against them (for, as soon as he heard it, 
he went down to the hold, to secure some important and ad- 
vantageous post, v. 17), yet he entered not into action till he 
had inquired of the Lord by the breast-plate of judgment 

v- 19, and again v. 23).— Henry. 

David was ready to meet them ; but not till he had sought 
the direction of God. Occasions are frequent now, as we 
shall see, in which he consulted the high priest to know the 
issue of his action, and to know from the theocratic King 
himself, what his own action should be.—Knoz. 





Through the high priest (Judg. 1: 1; 2 Sam, 2: 1, ete.) it 
was the privilege of the civil ruler to apply to the high 
priest to consnlt for him Urim and Thummim (Numb. 27 : 
21 ; Ex. 28: 30).—London Notes. 


The king needed, in order to his entering upon the war 
with full resolution and freedom of soul, an unambiguous di- 
rection from on high; and therefore, after he had left his city, 
and, along with his army, had taken up a position strongly 
fortified by nature, over against the army of the Philistines, 
which was pressing forward, he turned himself with this 
humble inquiry to the Lord, whether made directly or 
through the mediation of the priest is not announced : 
“Shall I go up against the Philistines? Wilt thou deliver 
them into mine hand ?”?—Krummacher. 

Go up.—Go out.— Geddes ; Booth. 


If God sends us he will bear us out, and stand by us... . 
David had now a great army at command, and in good heart, 


yet he relied more on God’s promise than his own force .— 
Henry. 


20. Baal-perazim,—Master, or possessor of breaches, equiva- 
lent to place of breaches. ... The situation of Baal-pera- 
zim is further indicated in Isa, 28: 21, as contiguous t» the 
“valley of Gibeon”.—Speaker’s Com. 


Hath broken forth —Hath broken down mine enemies.— 
Geddes. 

He gave his God the glory. He said: “The Lord hath 
broken forth upon Mine enemies ;” I could not have done it, 
if he had not done it before me; he opened the breach, like 
the breach of waters in a dam, which, when once opeaed, 
grows wider and wider.— Henry. 


21. They left their images.—Probably their lares or house- 
hold deities, which they had brought into the field to fight 
for them. They were burnt as ordained by law (Deut. 7 : 5). 
—Jamieson. 


22. Came up yet again.—Probably as soon as they were 
able to rally and recruit their forces.—London Notes. 


The next year they renewed their hostile attempt with a 
larger force.—Jamieson. 


24. The sound of a going.—By the going on the tops of the 
mulberry trees probably only a rustling among the leaves is 
intended. The Targum says “a noise;” the Arabic has it 
“the noise of horses’ hoofs.” —A. Clarke. 


And when thou hearest the sound of a motion in the mul- 
berry trees.— Geddes. 


He promised him to charge the enemy himself, by an in- 
visible host of angels. Thou shalt hear the sound of a going 
like the march of an army in the air, upon the tops of the 
mulberry trees. Angels tread light, and he that can walk 
upon the clouds, can, when he pleases, walk on the tops of 
the trees.— Henry. 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 

ROSPERITY PROVOKES ENMITY.— When the Phil- 

istines heard that David had been anointed king over 
Israel, then they came up against him. While he was an 
outcast, fleeing before Saul, they had no concern about him. 
indeed they did even shelter him for a time. When he was 
king at Hebron merely, they regarded him as but a petty 
ruler; but when he was at the head of Judah and Israel, his 
prosperity provoked their envy, and they came up against 
him. People who are envious of the rich, the popular, the 
great, should remember that in proportion as men are pro-- 
pered enmity is provoked in very many. A king who heard 
one of his subjects express the wish that he might sit upon 
the throne and be king for a few moments, called the man to 
that royal seat. Looking around in delight, the man started 
as he saw an immense sword, point downward, hanging di- 
rectly over his head. He sprang in terror from the seat, but 


the king quietly remarked, “Oh, that hangs over me all the 
time.” 


UsE PROPER MEANS.—When the Philistines came up, 
David went down. He instantly put himself in a position to 
check the enemy, and defend his people. It is duty to avoid 
danger, to check an incoming ill. If a man finds fire in a 
building he may by promptly using a little water quench it, 
and save a conflagration. To use such means to quench fire 
is as clearly approved of God as is the preaching of the gos- 
pel, or the offering of praise. Use means to retain health, or 
strengthen the body, or expel sickness, or avoid pain, or help 
the poor and the needy. A boy in Holland saw a leak in 
one of the canals, He tried to stop it with earth scraped 
together, but he could not. He then heroically sat down in 
the little channel, and though wet, and cold, and scared, he 
kept the flow of water checked till help came. He used 
proper means. 


INQUIRING OF THE Lorp.—It is right to ask God for 
what we need. If we ask we shall receive. But we may, 
and we should ask for wisdom, just as we ask for our daily 
bread, and for assistance in trouble. To inquire of the Lord 
as to what we shall do is eminently proper. David did this 
habitually. (See Bible Lights on the lesson.) To go out 
against the Philistines seemed the thing to be done, but 
David inquired of the Lord. A dutiful child can run through 
many duties knowing just what its parent wishes, but there 
are other duties coming up hour by hour, concerning which 
the child needs to ask, Shall I do this? Far more does every 
child of God in this evil world need to be asking his Father 
in heaven, Shall I do this or that? Wilt thou do this for 
me, or that? 
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ANSweRs TO PRAYER —The Lord said unto David, G@> up. 
David learned what he needed to know. So all may, for God 
answers prayer. We should have the expectation of answer 
that a litle boy hal, who came unp:rceived into the room 
where his mother was praying very earnestly, He waite! 
till she ceased, and then, full of intereet asked, ‘ Mother, did 
God say yes?’ 

Gov's ENEMIES BCATTERED.—A few years ago the dam in 
Mill River, at Haydenville, Mas., baret. The waters rushed 
forth with terrible velocity, sweeping away the mills, the 
villages, everything in its way, bringing death to people and 
to catile, and leavin the entive valley below a scene of fear- 
ful desolation, Like this bursting forth of waters was the 
sweep of David’s army when God led them against the 
Philistines at Baal perazim. 


Toxens From Gov.—When the sonnd of a going was 
heard, then the army of David was to bestir itself. God 
gives tokens by hia movements in our hearts. A little girl 
was crying as she went to bed one night. “What is the 
matter, my dear?” s id her mother. “I feel that I am a 
very naughty girl,” was her reply. It was a token that she 
“T fee. that I ought to 
go and ask Rober! to beco ne a Christian,” said a young con- 
It was a token 
that he should bestir himself for Roberi’s salvation. <A 
young man cann t escape an impression that he should 
preach; or a yourg woman, that she should take a class in 
the Sinday-school; these are tokens; the sound of a going. 
At an inquiry-meeting in Scotland, an aged woman said to 
Mr. Saikey, “ Yie can na’ come unless God should ca’ yie.” 
“And has he never called you?” said Mr. Sankey. “ He na’ 
ha’ ca’d me.” “How old are you?” said Mr. Sankey. 
“ Kighty now,” said she. “And do you say,” asked her 
adviser, “that during all these years, the loving God who 
give his Son for sinners has never at all calied you? Is it 
not fur more likely that he has called, and you have refused 
to rec guise his call? He has called you tonight. He 
called you by bringing you into this inguiry-room. Won't 
you reepond to that call, and be his to-night?” A new 
thought struck her then. Sbe heard “the sound of a going,” 
she bestirred herself, and lefi that room happy in Christ. 


should beatir herself to aesk Carit 


vert in reference to his nearest boy-friend. 


BLACKBOARD. 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 


GOLDEN TEXT. 


“ BELIEVE IN THE LORD 
FOUR GOD, SO SHALL 
E BE ESTABLISHED.” 


SUG UESTIVE OUTLINE, 


D-ECLARED KING, AVID 
A-SKING DIVINE DIRECTION. IVINELY 
W-ICTORY OVER PHILISTINES IRECTED 


EFEATS HIS FOES 
I-NVADED AGAIN BY FOES © FOES, 


ELIVERS ISRAEL AND IS 
D-EFEAT AND DELIVERANCE ECLARED KING. 


BY CHARLES T. KISSAM, 


VBELLIOUS PHILISTINES 
rar ) 4 MARK ABLE VICTORY 
Ai \ NEWED ATTACK 


4PEATED DEFEAT 
GOD Axswits$ BIS PeAves 


OPENING WEEKLY REVIEW. 
FOR SUPERINTENDENTS OR TEACHERS. 
BY JOUN B ssITH. 


TAME two historical books of the Old Testament which 
bear the names of women. 

What three are named from an office in Israel ? 

What three books count as six because divided ? 

What three books bear the names of national leaders ? 

What book means the beginning f 

What book tells of the Israelites going out of Egypt? 

What book is named after a tribe ? 

What book is n»med from its census reporta ? 

Which book of Moses is a review book ? 

Name together all the Old Testament historical books ? 

In what book is our lesson today? In what chapter? 

What was the title of the lesson last Sunday ? 

Who slew Saul? 

What disaster had come to Saul’s army ? 

What was the fate of his sons ? 

What personal injury had Saul received ? 

What mighty helper had departed from Saul? 

Golden tx. ? > Tice of lesson to-day ? 

Why did Saul lose his kingdom ? (1 Sam. 15: 23.) 

By whose help did David gain his? (1 Sam. 16: 13.) 

Repeat the golden teat of to-day, 


conscience of wrong; and “ forgiveness” by the daily 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


wher r rts . 
FROM OUR NEIGHBORS. 
pees Sa 
CHURCH SERVICES FOR CHILDREN. 
[From The Christian Union.) 
HE question as to bow to secure to ch.liren some 
advantage from religious services is just now receiv- 
ing considerable attention, and with the best of reason, 
for the sanctuary is at present seldom other than a house 
of temporary detention to most children who are taken 
into it. Partial exceptions may be mate in the case of 
Catholic and Episcopal churches, but only so long as 
the service proper, minus the sermon, lasts. Several! 
methods for ministering to the little ones are sug rested ; 
occasional special services, for instance, or a regular 
service held in a different room while the sermon for 
aduits is being delivered, or a division of the revular 
sermon prepared for juvenile comprehension. E ‘her 
ome of these methods is greatly to be preferred to the 
prevailing iosttention to the little ones, and the harm 
done by the dislike which long sermons inspire in them 
toward regular services of all kinds. 

But until some one of these plans, or some better one, 
is put into operation, we would sugvest that ministers 
experiment upon their regular sermous to see how simple 
they can be: ade in diction and logic. A good rule to 
start with would be that primary ove laid down by Cob- 
bett : ‘“ Never uve a word of two syllables when a mono- 
-yllable will answer the same purpose.” A succession 
of words of several syllables may be very edifying to 
collegians and teachers, but few ministers have congre- 

ations made up of such hearers, Addison's exquicite 
5 iglish sounds fairly child like in comparison with what 
may be heard from three quarters of the pu'pits of the 
land. William Morris is not cur favorite poet, but in 
his books the reader finds pages of exquisite comp sition, 
done almost entirely with words of one syllable. The 
diction of Longtellow’s favorite poems is babyish com- 
pared with what we occasionally find in the poets cor- 
ner of country newspapers, but we know some adult» 
who prefer Longfellow to his rural competiters A 
vigorous criticism of forms of statement would doubil-ss 
bring within the easy comprehension of children many 
sermons which would otherwise be unintelligible. — {t is 
barely possible that such treatment might divest a 
statement of everything which pertained to it, bu: 
such a discovery shouid be cause for penitent grati 
tude rather than regret. We can imagine with what 
pitying condescensivun many an honest pastor would go 
inte his pulpit with a sermon so revised, but we have an 
abiding conviction that, were he to see that the children 
really comprehendei his meaning, he would also find 
fully half of his adult hearers exhibiting a degree of 
interest entirely unusual to them. The members who 
really prever the old style of sermon might be accommo- 
dated at a special evening meeting, but we feel sure that 
the smallest vestry-rvom or class-coom woud hold them 
all. 


FARLY CON VERSION, 
{Richard Glover, in The Sunday Seiool Caro.ic’e 

NARLY conversion is always possible We are apt 

‘4 w think otherwise. To faucy childhood, while 
cipable of many and exquisite virtues, inc.pable of 
spiritual graces. That these belong rather to a maturer 
stage of development. Is itso? Let us see 

In the first place 5 children have sutellige ice su ffic ent to 
understand the gospel. ‘They cannot understand iis doe- 
tries, its mysteries, the dispensationsl laws to which 
iw facts are conformed, but from an early age they can 
understand all its facts, its motives, and its blessings as 
well as any of us. The gospel names are only family 
names. “Our Father” sugvests as much to their minds 
aa ours of the tender love of God. “Our brother” sug- 
gests as much te them of the relation of Jesus to man as 
it does to us. “Sin” they understand by their early 
tasting of its sweetness at the hands of parents or of one 
another, They cannot understand the motives which 
schoolmen have described as moving God to redeem us. 
But they can understand readily t a Great Faiher 
could more easily come down and Share our curse than 
wit still and look on it, And that the Saviour by that 
love which has borne all our woe should gain power to 
put it allaway. They can understand the necessity of 
spiritual quickening; the need of the new heart and the 
right spirit, ia which the great wores, love, mercy, 
heaven, are perhaps better understood in childhood 
than in any other age. Fear not, therefore, that they 
cannot understand. Whatever we can uoderstacd they 
can, for the different powers of childbood and manbood 
are alike equal and alike unrqual t> the complete real- 
ization of the infinite wonders of heavenly grace. 

Not only is their intelligence sufficient to understand 
the gospel; there are also instincts powerfully assisting us 
acceptance. “‘Hoaven lies about us in our infancy.” 
The instinct of confidence is strong. The instincts of 
affection and of reverence are strong. Aspiration, too 
natural to torturs the soul with excessive effort, is yet 
strong. Belief in ali things pure and kind comes easily. 
Obedience, difficult to all, is perhaps easier to a child 
than to the more self-sufficient man. We, in our imper- 
fect estimates of things, imagine that the child must be 
converted into a man by time or premavure intelligence 
before he can enter the kingdom of heaven. But Jesus 
teaches us the necessity is the other way. Except we 
travel backward, unleara tbat suspiclousness which 
knowledge of the world often gives, and that shallowness 
of interest, that ambition, that greed of outward things 
Which beiong to the man but not to the child, and leara 
m tead the eaador, the instinetive perception, the power 
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of believing characteristic of the child, we cannot enter 
the kingdom of God S. perfectly fited is childhood 
by its instincts to receive the influences of grace, and to 
appreciate the Saviour’s worth and person, that “ Except 
we be thus converted into children we cannot enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” Nay, not only bas the chila intel- 
ligence enabling him to understand the gospel, and 
instincta lying very open to heavenly influences; he is 
besides, peculiarly favorably circumst unced to receive it. 

Tne surroundings in which he lives make faith more 
easy. Surrounded by the love of a home, it is easier to 
believe in the existence and activity of the home love of 
God. There ars as yet no habiis of evil to be unlearnt; 
no bondage of guilty precedents; no sophistry; no 
familiarity with the world’s employment of excuse. 
There is time for sacred thought and freedom, and 
strength for sacred action. There is no despair. The 
freshness of all the powers and faculties make goodness 
more easily attainable, as they make grace more easily 
accepted. 

So that instead of childhood being a season less suited 
than othera of life for the great act of commitment to 
the Saviour, it is of ail other seasona fhe most convenient. 
The merc, seat is nearer. The gulf made by persistent 
neglect is narrower. Dependence comes more easily. 
And every year’s delay only gathers more habits to be 
unlearned and more loss to be made up. The more con- 
venient seasons are b-hind us——never before, Let us, 
then, not teach our children that most deadly of ali sins, 
delay, by assuming that seeking Chris’, owning him, and 
serving bim, are all things for the future rather than 
the present, but confiding oa the aid of that grace which 
searches into lowliest hearts, let us endeavor from the 
earliest dawn of thougt to secure the heart for Christ 


THE TEMPLE EMANU-EL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL, NEW YORK. 
[From The Normal Class 


N Fifth Avenue, New York, in the immense and ele- 
gant Jewi-h Temple Emannu-el a Sanday-school is 
held every week which deserves the title its founders 
gave it, “ The School for Religious Instruction.” 
~ OF course it is not a Sunday school for Christian chil- 
dren. It is a Jewish institution. [i bas no Lord Jesus 
Christ in its creed ner in its worship, except as it teaches 
of the Messiah yet to come. It does not believe in the 
dispensation of the Holy Spirit ia the sense in which we 
believe in it. But in the system of instruction and of 
organization and administration which it has adopted, 
we may learn many things to our profit, .. 

We need not give a description of the elegant temple 
in which this sehwol is held. Its basement 1s fitted up 
specially for school purposes, having a large number of 
class-rooms in which during the lesson hour the classes 
may meet by themselves, free from all interruption, Oa 
the oceasion of our visit the main ball was empty, all 
the classes being in their several rooms; and when, at 
the signal for the reassembling, the- large lecture hall 
fi led up, we wondered where the multitude could have 
been seatiered. A visic through the building answered 
the query. 

Vne school is urder the control of a committee of gen- 
tlemen, the Rev. Dr Gottheil, the rabbi in charge of the 
temp'!e, being superintendent. This committee has a 
room handsomely furnished,in which the business meet- 
ings are held, and where during the school exercises sev- 
eral of the members may be found. . We visited sey- 
eral of the classes, which are much larger tha, ours usu- 
ally are, and in which the methods of instruction adopted 
in the secularschool prevail. In one class we found one 
of the committee examining the children in O!d Testa- 
ment history. He elicited from the litile fellows the 
story of Lot. These litthe Hebrew learners seemed to be 
familiar with the entire story. The school has no uni- 
form lesson system. There are c'asses in Hebrew, in 
biblical history, and in post-biblical history. They also 
have classes in music. Some of the teachers are paid. 

When the bell sounded for the first grade of scholars 
to enter the hall after the class recitations were over, the 
piano accompanied their entrance with a march. After 
the school had all assembled and perfect silence was se- 
cured, the rabbi, Dr. Gotthiel, gave the school a very 
sbort lecture based upon au incident in the Bible record 
of Cain and Abel. it was interesting and profitable. 
He iilustrated the practical lesson drawn from it by a 
tradition or two from the Talmud. The singing of the 
school was tine. 

An idea of the organization and practical working of 
this school may be gathered from the following rules and 
regulations: 1, For the observance of parents aad pupils ; 
2. For the observance of teachers. 

l. Rules and Regulations. —Fupils and their Parents or 
Guardians.—1. The regular school hours for religious 
instructiva are from 10 to 12 o’clock on Sunday morning ; 
for Hebrew, Sabbath and Sunday from 9t0 10 2. Ap- 
plications for admission to the classes fur religion will be 
received by the school commictee on the first Sunday in 
September, and in each succeeding month up to the last 
Sunday in December; but admission to the Hebrew 
classes Cannot be obtained after the last Sunday in No- 
vember, Cauildren under eight years of age, or who are 
unabie to read Eoglish with tolerable fluency, cannot be 
admitted. 3. It is of great importance that all pupils 
be in attendance from the opening day of the school, as 
ihe recitations commence at once, and are continued in 
reguiar succession without much chance for absentees to 
recover their lovses and fill up gaps. As the time at our 
disposal is very limited, while the ficid which pupils 
have tO traverse is extensive, the utmost economy in 
time is imperatively demanded, For the same reason, 
parents and guardians are earnestly requested not te de- 
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tain the pupils from attendance on any but the mcs! urg- 
ent causes, nor to prevent their punctual appearance in 
the class-room by employing them for errands during 
part of the school hours. 4 Pupils are required to be 
in attendance at least ten minutes before the commence- 
ment of the exercises, and to take their places quietly 
and decorously on entering. lLoitering around the 
school premises while coming to or going from school is 
strictly prohibited. Pupils are particularly enjoined, 
while marching from room to room, not to break the 
line of march, nor to cause any noive by running, bois- 
terous walking, stamping, eic. 5. Oa entering the ciass 
rooms, pupils will at once take the places assigned to 
them, and neither change nor leave them without per- 
mission, nor loiter in the hall when permitted to leave 
the room temporarily. Talking and prompting during 
the insfruction is strictly prohibited. 6. Gentleness and 
politeness of manners are expected in every pupil, to 
which must be added prompt obedience to teachers and 
schoo! officers. Any continual want in these qualities 
wiil tell against the pupil’s standing in the school, and 
may even lead to suspension or expulsion. 7. The pu- 
pils are further expected to come well prepared for their 
school lessons by diligent study at home, and to psy 
close and undivided attention to instruction and recita- 
tion. 8. Lateness or absence from school shall be ex- 
cused on account of sickness or other unavoidable cir 
cumstances, of which written notice to the teacher shal! 
be given by parents or guardians, QO herwise marks of 
demerit will be entered into the roli book against the 
abrentee. In case of continued neglectfulness, the pupil 
will be dismissed for the term by decree of the school 
committee. 9. The pupils will receive bi-monthly re- 
ports of their conduct and application for the inspection 
of parents or guardians, who are requested to sign the 
reports on presentation and return them, by the pupiis, 
to the teacher. The return must be made within a fort- 
night. 10. The superintendent and commiitee wish it 
to be understood that they are determined to secure 
strict compliance with the foregoing or any other rules 
and regulations they may think proper to adopt for the 
success‘u! conduct of the schools, by all the means in 
their power; they appeal to parents and guardians tor 
their co-operation, trusting that they wil’ unpress those 
under their charge with the sacredness of the work at 
the school and the high import of the objects taught 
therein, for then only can they hope to achieve what 
they have earnestly at heart: a sound and effective re- 
ligious training of our youth in the doctrines and prin- 
ciples of our ancestral religion ! 

Confirmation Classes—1. Pupils intending to enter 
these classes must provide themselves with a written no- 
tice to that effect from parents or guardians, must have 
passed their thirleenth birthday, and must have reached 
the entrance standard of the first class. 2. They musi 
be able to satisfy the minister as to their general stand 
ing in the school. Any serious shortcoming either in 
coaduct or application, or want of earnestness and ap- 
preciation of the import of religious studies, incapaci- 
tates a pupil for admittance to the confirmation class. 
Should such deficiencies become apparent in ths course 
of instruction, the pupil will not be permitted to receive 
the rite of confirmation during that year, but will have 
to continue the preparation for another school term. 3. 
The confirmation class of the girls’ department will as- 
semble on Tuesdays, and that of the boys’ department 
on Thursdays, at four o’clock, to begin on the first week 
of January. 

II. Rules and Regulations for the Observance of Teach- 
era—i1 ‘Teachers shall be at their post ab least ten min- 
utes before the opening of the classes or exercises, Tiey 
shall keep their roll books, and mark therein the aitend- 
auee, deportment, and merits of pupils in accordance 
with the rules prescribed by the schooi committee; they 
chall always have them written up caretully and cor 
rectly, and keep them on their desks durin, school hours 
for the inspection of the school committee. Teachers 
of Hebrew c!asses will keep a separate roll book for that 
branch of instruction. They shall take care of the con- 
tents of their desks, and of all other property and effects 
belonging to the class-room, and shal! see to it that they 
are not damaged by the pupils. 2. No pupil shali be 
enrolled. into any class except upon the presentation of 
a check vigned by the superintendent or a mem er of 
the school committee. These checks must be preserved 
by the teachers until the close of the school year; in 
case of removal of pupils to another class, their ¢ .ecks 
must be delivered to them and taken by them into the 
new class. The date and cause of transfer must be 
mentioned thereon. Upon entering the names of pupils 
on tae rel! book, the teacher will arrange them in alpha- 
betical urder; he will write out each name in fu!!, and 
be care ul that it is properly spelled. 3 Whenever a 
pupil is removed from any class, or leaves the school en- 
tirely, the teacher shall make a memorandum thereof on 
his roli book, and mention it in his general report to the 
school committee. 4, The fullowing reports shall be 
prepared by the respective teachers: a. Absentee Re- 
ports.— Whenever a pupil shali have been absent for 
two successive weeks without a satisfactory excuse, tbe 
teacher shall make an entry thereof upon one of the ab- 
sentee blanks provided for that purpose, and send it to 
the committee room. 06. Bi-monthly Reports.—To be 
sent to parents or guardians for examination and signa- 
ture. 
every second month, in accordance with the established 
rules of the school, e, The General Report.—This re- 
port shall be prepared for the use of the school board 


at the end of each month, and contain a statement of 


the total marks attained by each pupil during the past 
mouth. ‘hese reports shall be prepared regulariy at 
the specified time, and in manner and ‘or1o as prescribed 
by the school board; they shall be prepared separately 


These reports shall be prepared at the end of 
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for the Hebrew and for the religious classes, except the 
bi-monthly report to parents, which the pupils, after 
having received from their teacher in the religious class, 
and before taking home, shall be required to submit to 
the teacher of their Hebrew class, who shall insert 
therein their standing in that branch. 5. A teacher 
being absent from his post without satisfactory excuse, 
will lose one week’s salary for every such absence. 46. 
When the pupils are assembled in the lecture-room, they 
are under the direction of the superintendent or his sub- 
stitute. The teachers are expected to remain with their 
respective classes, and to assist in maintaining quiet, or- 
der, and prompt attention to the signals given from the 
superintendent’s desk, 7. When in their respective 
class rooms, the pupils are under the sole and entire con- 
trol of the teacher; he alone is then responsible for the 
discipline. 8. The means in the power of the teacher 
for the maintenance of discipline are: (1.) Admonition. 
(2.) Marks and tasks. (3.) Complaint to the school com- 
mittee. 9 In case earnest and repeated admonition 
prove ineffective, the teacher punishes misconduct by 
taking off marks of merit if there are any; and if not, 
by recording demerits, He may also impose tasks in 
writing. Of such tasks a note is to be made in the last 
column of the roll book. 10. Should all these means 
prove ineffective, the teacher will then send the refrac- 
tory pupil to the committee, with a statement of his 
‘complaint in writing (on the forms provided for such a 
case), and await the action of the same. 11. The fore- 
going rules and reguiations are laid down for teachers 
of Hebrew as well as those of religious classes; their 
strict and faivnful execution is necessary to the proper 
management of the school. A violation of, or non-com- 
pliance with, any one of them will be regarded as a 
breach of the contract existing between the school com- 
mittee and the teacher. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 
Jamce Weir, in Weskyan Me'hodisi Sunday Sehool Magasine. | 
* )R the present, we urge all who are contemplating 
the alteration of rooms, or the erection of new 
ones, to carefully consider the following advice :— 

1. Do not sacecept the gratuitous services of solicitor, 
architect, or builder, but let the work be done in a thor- 
ough business-like way, 80 that no unpleasantness may 
arise as to reaponsibility, ete ; let all such gifts and do- 
nations be made when the work is completed. 

2. D> not attempt more than you are thoroughly well 
abie to do; builders should be paid fairly, as well as 
other men; not unfrequently the lowest tender is the 
preliminary to bankruptcy. 

3. See that the site as well as the building is properly 
drained, and the drains well trapped. 

4. Let there be plenty of light and fresh air; plants 
soon die if kept from the light, then how much more 
needful is it for children: iet the windows be well up 
from the @oor, and no “diamond quarries,” but large 
squares of glass, and every window made to open; sashes 
are prelerable for schools, 

5. See that the rooms are lofiy, and if it be snpossible 
to have the school other than under the chapel, let it be 
at least fourteeu or fifteen feet high, 

Let this one principle be strongly borne in mind, and 
the rest will very much look afver itself,—viz.: the essen- 
tiad order of ail good and noble building is :— 

First—-Conveuience or utility. 

Second—Substantiality. 

Third—Beauty. 
And this I believe to be heaven’s fixed law in all nature’s 
handiwork, and it is certainly the only conclusion I[ can 
come to after sixteen years’ study of this subject; there- 
fore I plead that this arrangement may be followed, for 
a very little consideration wil! show that it is only com- 
mon sense to bui/d the house before we plant the ivy. 

Ii this order be carried out, and the purpose and ob- 
ject of the building properly thought of and arranged 
for, there will be an end to all undesirable schools, and 
dens where the light of day scarcely enters ; and an end 
to ali that lifeless, unloving, and counterfeit work with 
which we are so surfeited in the present day. 





THE THACHER AND THE LESSON 


{8. J. Nieeolls, D.D., in The Ameriean Sunday School Worker.) 

.* is & dishonor done to the Word of God when we treat 
i it as though with a hasty glance we were able to 
fathom its mysteries and go out and teach them to others, 
N» teacher in our public schools or in any department 
of secular knowledge who had any regard for his own 
self-respect, would go before his scholars with the same 
ignoratice of the lesson and vague concepiion of what he 
shou'd teach, that many Sunday-school .teachers have. 
In successiul teaching there is no substitute for a per- 
sonal, prayerful, and direct study of the lesson, ‘The 
teacher must lirst appropriate and digest the truth, be- 





fore he can impart it as a living power to others. The 
method of teaching which consists in snatching up some 
** lessOu paper,” as the class is gathering, and then usiog 


it as an instructor before the class, should be avoided. 
[t is betier than no teaching, just as the printed page is 
better than uo presentation oi the truth ; but it 1s only 
an apology for teaching. It is one of the strange fea- 
tures Of Lumen nature that as our privileges and advan- 
layes se we are correspondingly disposed to per- 
vert aud misuse them. Never was there a time when 
bere weie 80 mauy advantages offered to Sunday-sechool 
Weachers ior the study of the Word; never was 4 fresher 
or more Constant stream of knowledge poured forth in 
explanation of the inspired text. Yet it is to be feared 
that many make this an excuse for neglecting personal 
study of the lesson, aud rely upou the preparation fui- 
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nished by others without appropriating it in their own 
minds. They teach by roie; they are not teachers, they 
are simply tract readers before their classes, Tracts do 
good, but their powers are not to be compared to that of 
the living, earnest teacher. May not the cause of bar- 
renness and want of power in many Sabath-schools be 
found just here? 

Thorough study of the lesson leads to interest and 
power in study. It is one of the properties of holy 
truth that when it is grasped by the miad aud held con- 
tinuously, it awakens thought and feeling. It imparts 
a certain warmth or heat to the soul, which we call en- 
thusiasm. It quickens our natures, This is the time of 
the teacher’s power; his inspiration ison him. Like the 
prophets of old, he feels the “burden of the Lord,” aad 
cannot rest until he tell his message, You will like to 
teach best on that day in which you are most familiar 
with your subject and when it has taken deepest hold 
upon your thoughts, 

Teachers, [ beseech you lay hold of the lesson by earn- 
est, prayerful study. You may have your scholars ga- 
thered around you, you may be apt to teach, but without 
the Word studied and appropriated, what can you do? 
You are like a water-carrier with his vessel, among the 
thirsty, but with no water in his vessel. You are like a 
hunter in sight of his game, with the most improved 
weapon on his shoulder, but no ball in the gun, Study 
the lesson, for it is part of God’s Word, and therefore 
worthy of your attention. It will amply repay you for 
all the research you can bestow upon it. 

Study the lesson for your own sake. It will be food 
to your soul; it will make you stronger in your Christian 
life, a more intelligent and a more useful Christian, It 
will give you greater interest and zeal and effectiveness 
in teaching. It will make your work a joy toyou, [| 
never have heard of a studjous teacher growing weary 
of his or her work. The inspiration of the Lord has 
kept them constant in the way of duty. 

Study the lesson for the sake of your scholars, You 
will interest them by being interested yourself in what 
you are teaching. Duli teaching makes dull classes, 
You cannot afford to trifle with immortal souls. Baa 
“workman that needeth not to be ashamed,” 

Study the lesson for Christ's sake. ‘The teacher's office 
is of divine appointment. [+ is for the Master that you 
are working ; you are a co-laborer with him, 


HAVE YOU DONE YOUR BEST? 
{From The Sumdoy Sehvol Teacher, London.! 


Hx you done your best? Have you improved 
every Opportunity to bring your class to Jesus? 
You have been dealing with immortal souls—your work 
fur the year is before God. Has a trifle kept you from 
your class? Have you followed up impressions? Have 
you sown the true seed in faith and watered it with 
prayer? These questions may, thoughtfully considered, 
cause you some discomfort, but if they lead to a correc- 
tion of the mistakes of the past year, they will tend also 
to make the new year a happy one. 

Have you doue your best? Has your reading been of 
the best kind,—of a character to develop your mind and 
to cultivate the best feelings of your heart? or has it been 
merely for seif-gratification, without any bearing upon 
your work? If in this matter you have erred, correct 
this mistake of the past, and you may expect a year of 
usefulne-s, and hence a happy one. 

The chief ambition of many Sunday school teachers 
seems to be to gather multitudes of children into our 
schools, while it is almost forgotten that it requires wis- 
dom, preparation, trained, and educated efforts to keep 
them there, and to accomplish the great end in view — 
their instruction in the knowledge of Christ, 

In beginning a new year’s work we call upon all our 
co-workers to do their best to seek to understand what 
they teach, and this can only be done by study and con- 
templation—diligent study and earnest thought. In 
short, seek to acquire reai Scriptural knowledge, Go to 
the fountain—herein are to be found the truths to be 
taught; ali other qualifications short of this are unavail- 
ing, blind, misdirected forces, Not only shouid you 
have felt tne power of these truths on your heart, but 
have a clear conception of them in your head, before 
you can teach them... . 

While we urge upon al! the importance of mental im- 
provement aud the attainment of higher qualifications 
as tO manuer, weihod, and matter, we think it essential 
that every teacher should thoroughly understand these 
great doctrines—the sinfulness of human nature, that 
there is no pardon but through Jesus’ blood, no justifies- 
tion but by his imputed righteousness, vo life that is not 
from him, no sound morality but that which is based on 
god!y fear and love, It is to be regretted that some pro- 
iessed teaches will not give the time, thought, and en- 
ergy demanded to understand these great truths, ‘‘ They 
will put together a few historical, biographical, or geo- 
graphical facts, and supplement the whols with a weak 
and spurious morality ; that is, if Joho and Jeanie are 
only good childreu—if they wi!l obey father and mother, 
and be truthful and kind and honest, why, everybody 
well think weil of them, everything will go well with 
them, and they will rise w high positions in the world.” 
Feilow- teachers, fill your minds with the great truths 
to which we have alluded. ‘each the doctrines of 
Christ as living, life giving truths—truths that you have 
tested in your own experience—iried in your own life— 
whose power you feel—whose biessedness you enjoy. 
When scholars see that you believe the truths you utter 
—feel them in your inmost souls, that you are desper- 
ately in earnest as knowing their immortal interests are 
at stake—they cannot stand before God’s Word, as he 
speaks through you; they will be subduec by their liv- 
ing power, ‘ 
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- 


A art of $3 for Chloe Lankton, from the “ Cross 
Bearers,” Morristown, N. J., was received some weeks 
since and duly credited, but has not been before 
acknowledged. 


ANOTHER valuable pamphlet report of a Sunday-school 
convention is that of the Eighth Biennial First day 
School Conference of Friends in America, held in this 
city in December last. A number of its addresses are 
well worthy of the permanent form in which they now 
appear, 


Ir is a noteworthy fact that the state of Connecticut 
has within a year lost by death two senators and a repre- 
sentative in the national congress—Messrs. Buckingham, 
Ferry, and Starkweather—all three of whom were active 
Sunday-school teachers up to the time of their going to 
Washington. 


A MAP of Judah and Israel, illustrating the lessons of 
the current quarter, was drawn and engraved expressly 
for the Scholars’ Quarterly, At the request of practical 
Sunday-school workers, copies of this map have been 
prepared in outline for use in class reviews. The names 
of all towns except Jerusalem are omitted, that scholars 
may insert them at the call of their teachers, and so 
familiarize themselves more fully with the localities of 
which they have studied. The s'zo of the map is five 
and a half by seven and a half inches. Copies of it on 
card board can ba obtained from Mr. Wattles, business 
manager of Tae SuNDAY Scuoou Times, at the rate of 
$4 per hundred ; on paper, at $2 per hundred ; a smaller 
number of copies at the same rate. 


In St. Louis, a series of evangelistic meetings, similar 
to those led by Messrs. Moody and Sankey in Brooklyn 
and Philadelphia, was inaugurated on Tuesday of last 
week, January 25, under the lead of Moassrs. Whittle 
and Bliss, The pastors and churches of that city seem 
united and hearty in their co-work with the evangelists, 
A large skating rink has been fi ted up for the meetings, 
with a seating capacity variously estimated at from 3,500 
to 6,000. It was well filled at the opening meeting. Taree 
services a day, except Sunday, are to be held for four weeks 
ormore, Both the evangelists are from Chicago. Major 
Whittle superintended for some years the Tabernacle 
Mission Sunoday-school, and was superiatendent of the 
Elgin Watch Company. For now two years he has given 
himself wholly to evangelistic work. Mr. Bliss is the com- 
poser of some of the best known Sunaday-school music, 
including choice pieces sung by Mr Sankey, and was an 
associate with the latter in compiling the collec:ion of 
Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs in use at the Moody 
meetings, The work in St. Louis opens with fine 
promise, 


As illustrative of the widely extended and varied 
Christian charities and activities of the present day, 
hardly anything is more striking than the names oi 
organizations for good work which fiad mention in the 
British religious periodicals; such, for instance, as: 
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“ Homes of Hope,” “ Washing Mission,” ‘ Association 
for Giving Free Breakfasts,” ‘Convalescent Home,” 
“Cottage Mission,” “ Reformatory and Refuge Union,” 
“Day Nursery,” “Children’s Medical Missionary So- 
ciety,” “Night Refuge for the Utterly Destitute,” “ Asso- 
ciation for Feeding the Poor,” “ Bible Flower Mission,” 
“Home for Fatherless Girls,’ “Orphan and Destitute 
Children’s Emigration Homes,” ‘“ Home of Industry for 
Destitute and Friendless Children,” ‘‘ Soldier’s Institute,” 
“Mission to Merchant Sailors,” “Home for Foreign 
Governesses,” “Children’s Special Service Mission,” 
“Open Air Mission,” “ Lawyer’s Prayer Union,” “ Philo- 
Judean Society,” “Scripture Readers’ S sciety,” “ Female 
Preventive and Reformatory Institution,” Missions to 
“Cab. Omnibus and Tramway Car Men,” to “ Policemen 
and Postmen,” and to ‘‘Street Arab Boys,” “Society for 
the Relief of Distressed Widows,” 
moting the Voluntary Closin 
Sunday Fairs of London,” “ Ccipples’ 


“Society for Pro- 
g of Shops in the Great 
Home,” “ Mid- 
night Rescue of Peris!:ing Lads,’ and many others in 
similar variety. 


THE NEWSPAPERS AND THE REVIVAL. 
NE of the most remarkable facts in connection with 
the present revival, is the spirit in which it was 
treated by the secular press. Never before was the gos- 
pel preached in the newspapers so widely and so plainly 
for weeks together, as it has been in the reports of the 
sermons, and talks, and Bible-readings of Mr. Moody, 
and in the editorial comments on them, since he began 
the work in Brooklyn. It is doubtless true, that far 
more persons have read what Mr. Moody has said in 
Brooklyn and Philadelphia, than have listened to his 
earnest words; and, that the gospel in the newspapers 
has been the means of leading some souls in trust to the 
Saviour of sinners, is put beyond question by the re- 
ported special instances of such conversions. 

A chief cause for rejoicing in this co-work with the 
evangelists, of the secular press, is found in the fact, that 
it goes tar to show the genuiness of the revival, and the 
interest in it of the community at large. Newspapers 
are representative in their character. They reflect pub- 
lic sentiment. They give prominence, as a rule, to what 
they and their readers deem worthy of prominence. 
Now that public interest in the things of religion is 
quickened and revived, and that the spirit and methods 
of Mr. Moody, in his evangelizing work, are , on the 
whole, approved by the public, the newspapers gladly 
recognize this state of things, and fill their columns ac- 
cordingly. The religious newspaper press has been al- 
most a unit in sympathy with the revival work, led by 
Mr. Moody. Even the Roman Catholic papers have 
given it words of commendation. Yet this is, perhaps, 
less remarkable than the agreement, on the same point, 
of the secular press generally. 

A special value attaches to the favorable opinions ex- 
pressed on a work of this nature in the better class of 
secular newspapers, because they are not to be ascribed 
to any over interest in the ideas represented by the 
workers. They are in a sense impartial opinions, given by 
those who have good opportunities for forming a correct 
and disinterested judgment on current events. In this 
view of the case, the comments of the secular press in 
review of the Moody and Sankey meetings in Philadel- 
phia, are worthy of particular attention. Thus it may 
influence some who have continued to doubt if this work 
amounted to much, to be assured by the New York Tri- 
bune as to the large numbers attending these meetings, 
that “all classes were represented in these crowds;’’ that 
indeed, “‘ there can be no doubt that the revivalists in 
some way managed to reach those lower strata of human 
beings, who in a great city will not be tempted to enter 
an ordinary church;’’ that, atter the curiosity of church 
members and others was gratified, and the numbers in 
attendance fell off for a time, there was a new gain from 
those newly interested, and a deeper interest was quick- 
ened and maintained to the last. It is surely beyond a 
question, as The Tribune asserts, “that no other subject 
would have drawn in any city an average daily atien- 
dance of 22,000 for six weeks.” 

It is also a noteworthy declaration of The Times, a 
prominent daily secular paper of Philadelphia, in com- 
ment on the departure of Messrs. Moody and Sankey 
from this city, that “it is apparent that the revival 
movement initiated by them is still going on.” Indeed, 
this further statement of The Times as to the results of 
the revival efforts of these brethren, is important enough 
to have special prominence just here: 


“Their greatest achievement was not the conversion 


_ through their immediate agency of hundreds, perhaps thou- 
“Female Missions to the Fallen,” “ Midnight Mission,” | 


sands, of persons, but the quickening influence which they 
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exerted upon our resident clergy and church people. Cold- 
ness and lethargy, barren forms and ceremonies gone through 
with in a perfunctory manner, have in very many of the 
churches given place to earnestness and vitality, and es- 
pecially to an aggressive missionary spirit unknown before. 
The ministers have been fired with a new zeal, and, imitating 
the simplicity and directness of Mr. Moody, call upon the 
brethren of their congregations to live out their religion, and 
exhort sinners to repentance. In several of the churches 
services are held every night, with the assistance of members 
of the Moody and Sankey commi'tee, and choirs of converta, 
organized like that at the D-pot building. The Moody and 
Silent prayer, irquiry 
rooms, the use of the Moody and Sankey hymn-books, the 


Sankey methods are closely foilowed. 


employment of lay workers, both to indnce persons to enter 


the inquiry-rooms and to talk and pray with them when there, 


areamong those metheds which have been borrowed from 
the famous evangeli-ta, and with excellent results. What- 
ever skeptics may say, it will not do for persons calling them- 


selves orth. dox, persons who sincerely believe in the doct ine 
of future rewards and punishments, to denounce these me- 
thods as sensational. The fervid zal and the anxious aolici- 
tude for the safety of souls, which distinzuish Brothers 
Moody and Sankey and others who have caught their spirit, 
are the logical and necessary result of faith in that doctrine.” 

Those who know most of this work, in its meth: ds, its 
influence, its extent, and its resu'ts, put the highest esti- 
mate on its importance to the community and to the 
church of Christ. Those who depreciate it, are those 
who have given to it least attention, and are in conse- 
quence most poorly qualified to ju’ ge it with intelligence 
and fairness. 


NORMAL-CLASS EXP INSES. 


A GOOD Sunday-school costs something. So does a 
good Sunday-school institute, or a good normal- 
class, The expense c»mes on somebody in all these 
things, whoever has the benefit of them without sharing 
the outlay. If the church shirks the expense of its 
Sunday-school, the superintendent or his teachers must 
pay the bills, or they may be met by the “ missionary” 
offerings of the scholars. Of such Sunday-schools as 
cost comparatively nothing, it may commonly be said 
that they are worth—what they cost. 

So as to an institute or a normal class, If it is a good 
one, it costs time and money to secure its wise planning 
and its efficient working. Somebody must bear the 
expense. If the committee of arrangements render 
their services without charge, they make thereby a 
handsome gift to those who share the advantages of the 
undertaking. Ifa skilled leader from abroad is secured, 
he is put to an expense in going and coming, which 
must be met by himself or some one else. It is not fair 
to ask him to give his time for nothing; but if he does 
give that, he ought not to pay for the privilege of giving 
it. Then there are expenses of printing, and of warming 
and lighting the place of meeting. In one way and 
another such an agency costs quite a sum, and this fact 
should be recognized by those who would have its 
benefits. 

The Brooklyn Sunday School Union has in progress 
a series of normal-class exercises which costs largely, 
and is well worth all that it costs. The Rev. Dr. 
Vincent, of Plainfield, N. J., the foremost Sunday-school 
worker in the world, was asked to lead this class during 
its first term of twelve lessons. This request involved 
no slight expense to begin with. Dr. Vincent’s time is 
of peculiar value through the varied pressing demands 
on it. His services tor an.evening represent money. 
Yet he consented to give his services for the entire course 
without charge, only asking to be reimbursed for the 
actual cash outlay to which he might be suljected by 
the work demanded. He performed the service as 
agreed. The entire amount paid to him for his personal 
expenses was $112, or less than $10 per night. The 
print ng bill, including 1500 copies of an elaborate 
syliabus of each evening’s lecture, or 18,000 copies in 
all, amounted to $120. Thus the entire cost to the Union 
of Dr, Vincent’s expenses, and of the printing of his 
schedules of work, was less than $20 per night. A 
lecture from a maa of his pr minence before a country 
lyceum would be counted cheap at that price, without 
inc uding expenses of travel o: printing. 

It is not saying too much to affirm that this series of 
normal-class lectures, by Dr. Vincent, was the best ever 
givenia this country, and the cheapest for ths amount paid 
furthem, Yet a prominent New Yu:k religious paper 
noakes comment on the cust of i hese lectures as if it was an 
uoreasonable amount, aud lays special! emphas soa the fact 
that De, Vincent stopped at a hotel im New York, when 
he might have found a free bed in Brvoklyn if he had 
consen.ed to go a visiting after he had finished each 
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evening’s lecture. In the early days of the New York edi- 
tor’s life it was customary for country school-masters to 
“board around” with the families in their district, butthat 
day has gone by. If a competent normal-class teacher 
will now give his services without charge for a series of 
lessons, those who have his time ought not to begrudge 
him the price of a bed at a good hotel after he has done 
his evening’s work. Nor need the New York editor have 
any fear that the managers of the Brookiyn Union will 
complain of Dre Vincent on this score, 

It is said further, that the Rev. D-. Duryea, a resident 
pastor of Brooklyn, is to conduct the second series of les- 
sons with a smaller bill of expense. But the Brooklyn 
workers ought to understand that Dr. Duryea’s time is 
worth something even if he makes no charge for it, and 
if the workers in anotver city invite him to visit their 
field. and conduct a course of lessons for them, they 
ouvht not to expe st to secure him at a smaller rate than 
the Brooklyn U sion paid for D: Vineceat. It is to be 
hoped a!so, that they will allow him to pick the place of 
his lodging, and feel that his time and services are worth 
the full amount of his board bill. 


THE USE OF ILLUSTRATIONS. 

A good teacher uses illustrations freely. Without 

illustrations it is difficult to communicate truth to 
the average mind. By weil chosen illustrations a truth 
is made c'earer and more attractive, and it is better 
fastened in the memory and thouvhts of the learner. 
All this has been said so many times over, that there are 
few teachers who do not admit the importance of illus- 
trations, and wish to have and use them with every 
lesson. A new volume of illustrations is sure of a wide 
circulation, and books of this character form a part of 
almost every well-furnished teacher’s library. Yet not- 
withstanding the prevailing interest in illustrations, the 
great majority of Sunday-school teachers do not fully 
know what 1 illustration is, nor keep in mind the dis- 
tinction between an anecdote and an illustration. Most 
teachers think that if they have in mind several anec- 
dotes, or incidents, with a certain appropriateness to the 
lesson they are to teach, they are well supplied with 
ilustrations. But it is true that many an appropriate 
anecdote is no illustration at all. 

An illustration is that which throws light, throws 
lustre upon a subject. If an anecdote makes a point 
clearer it is an illustration. If not, it only adorns or 
ornaments the theme by its appropriatene:s. It is an 
outside pilaster or cornice, to put a finish on the walls 
of the building, rather than a window to let light into 
the rooms, Anecdotes may be used at times with profit, 
in the way of pleasing scholars. They are not of any 
service in the work of instruction, save as they render 
the truth more intelligible or apprehensible, or explain 
a point which the scholar would otherwise fail to per- 
ceive in its full force. 

The first step, therefore, in securing illustrations for a 
lesson is to ascertain what needs illustrating. The les- 
son should be looked over carefully by the teacher to 
this end. He may, for example, tuke the lesson outline, 
as given in the lesson helps used by him, or as arranged 
by himself, and decide that each point needs illustrating. 
Then he can look up his illustrations accordingly. The 
simpler the illustration the better. Much of the story- 
telling in the Sunday-school class, or desk, which passes 
for illustration only draws attention from the truth under 
consideration. An illustration should be used simply 
for the purpose of making a poiat of truth clearer. 
Until a teacher knows what he wants to explain, it is of 
no use for him to hunt over a cyclopedia of illustrations 
in the hope of findiog an appropriate anecdote to use in 
his class. When his mind is clear a3 to what he would 
make clear to his scholars, he is prepared to use a good 
illustration—if he can find it. 


BRIEFLY. 
Eg 
—‘Tilustra‘ed Texts on Calico’ is a new method of pro- 


claiming the gospel, advertised in the English press. 


—A Scottish minister said recently, that of the professed 
converts whom he had known out of three revivals fall back 


“ 


inio sin and make shipwreck of faith, “in almost every case 


the cause was driwk.” 

— The lo-s of a minute is just so much loss of life,” said 
Dr. Edward R >biason 
book to eat an apple. 
not those woo hive plenty of time, accomplish most in this 
world, 


to a brother who had lail dowa his 


Ihe men who are miserly of minutes, 


—In the opinion of the New England Journal of Education, 
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“it ia coming to be understood that the attempt to crowd the 
full contents of our elaborate text hooks into the memory of 
the people is equivalent to teaching the dictionary, in course, 
as a training for an orator.” 


—A portrait of William H. Groser, appears in the New- 
year’s number of the London Sunday School Times. Mr. 
Grover is perhaps the most ac omplished Sunday-school 
Britain. His fither, William 
senior secretary of the London Sunday Scheol Union. 


writer in Great Groser, is 

—A church in Kentucky is reported in The Watchman as 
thus rejoicing over a new pastor: “We have secured his 
services for the ensuing year at a salary of S100, and are 
looking forward for great blessings.” They are likely to get 
their money’s worth, even if they fall short of their highest 


expec' ations. 


—‘‘ Papa,” asked a little girl in the study of her Sunday- 


achool lesson as to Saul and Divid, “is this: the Siul whose 


9”) 


name was ca!led Paul ? Nor is it strange that she was in 


doubt on this point. Both persons are named in the Bible, 
aud the distinction between the two had not yet been po nted 


out to her. A good many scholars are similarly in doubt. 


—M. C. Hazard, of the National Sunday School Texcher, 
feara that, since there are two in this office, he will “not 
know now whom in Tur TIMeEs to pat on the head—nor 
whom to hit.” He is right in asserting that there need be 
no such doubt as to his office. If he had twenty associates 
everybody would know to whom the best and brightest 
things should be ascribed. 


—furprise is expressed in The International Lesson Monthly, 
that no mention of the Chicago Union meeting on Saturdays, 
for the study of the Sunday-school lesson appears in our 
bulletin of ‘ Workers in Council.” As no one ever notified 
us of the hour and place of that meeting, we took it for 
granted that Chicago workers supposed all the world knew 
of every thing done in their city, without the aid of any 
special notice in a newspaper published elsewhere. 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


CORRESPONDENT in the South, a man of judg- 

ment and experience, says, in advocacy of teachers’- 
meetings: “As well might a bank try to manage its affairs 
without consultations among the directors; oran army try 
wage a successful warfare without councils of war, as a 
Sunday-school try to perform its great work efficiently, 
without the frequent interchange of views among its 
teachers,” 


Many sincere toilers in the Sunday-school’ never do 
their best work, simply because they never face the ques- 
tion, What is their best work? A superintendent at 
Gerardstown, West Va., met this difficulty by handing 
to each of his fellow-workers, on the first Sunday of 
January, a copy of the following note: “How can we 
best advance the interests of our school? Please bring 
a short, written answer next Sunday.” Nearly all the 
teachers complied with the request. Among the funda- 
mental points specified in the replies at that school, were 
the following: “‘ Lat us exchange views more freely in 
our teachers’-meeting.”’ ‘‘ Try to excite greater interest 
among the parents of our pupils.” “ Prepare each lesson 
carefully and prayerfully.” ‘‘ Visit each scholar.” ‘ Visit 
all the neighboring families.”’ “Seek peace and co-op- 
eration among ourselves.” “ Plead the promises, and 
expect the help of God.” 


Of all poor methods of securing a good library for the 
Sunday-school the most fallacious is that of taking with- 
out further question such volumes as have been picked 
from a pile, or otherwise passed on, by a committee of 
six ladies, or sixty ladies. Something of this sort is 
periodically proposed and commended by the newspapers, 
and ocacsionally it finds a word of favor in a church 
conference. The books issued by the various publishing 
societies have been already select'd and approved by 
committees of intelligent and disinterested gentlemen. 
If that does not meet the ca-e, the fact that a committee 
of Jadies agrees on a new list is hardly enough to prove 
that the books commended are just the thing fur every 
Sunday-school. Until it is understood that the term, “a 
good Sunday school book,” is so vague as to be practi- 
cally meaningless, there will be no list of books made 
by a committee which is of any particular help to those 
who want good books for the Suaday-school. The lists 
thus far recommended by such committees as are popu- 
larly clamored for, will hardly bear comparison with the 
catalogue lists of the various approved publishing houses, 
A committee of ladies or of geatlemen can do excellent 


| service by describing and classifying books offered for 
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the Sunday school; but not by saying in ge eral terms 
that books are good or poor for the Sunday-school. Ua- 
tila church committee, or a committee of the Sunday- 
school, knows whether a book called ‘‘ William Bobson ” 
gives the imaginary history of a young pirate, with words 
in approval of his profession, or tells the truthful story 
of an old missionary in an attractive manner, it matters 
little whether two ladies or ten say it is ‘“‘a real good 
book for any Sunday school.” Facts are worth more 
than opinions from these popular committees. 


To make a Sunday-school institute most effective for 
good, there shou d not be too great variety in the topics 
considered. It is better to concentrate attention ona few 
kindred themes than to take up in succession a half- 


dozen subjects bearing no close relation to one another, 


“ P , 


For example: reparation” was the leading thought 
in the discussions at a receat Sunday-school institute for 
New London County, at New London, Conn., led by 
John E Searles, Jc. It was considered under the sepa- 
rate heads « f ‘‘ The superintendent's preparation,” “ The 


0 bs 


teacher’s personal preparation, The teacher’s pastoral 
preparation,” “ Preparation by the teachers in council,” 
and ‘“ The scholar’s preparation.” A complete Sunday- 
school session, including opening exercises. c'ass teach- 
ing, review with blackboard, was conducted by Mr, 
Searles. This was followed by free comments on the en- 
tire exercise, under the two heads of “‘ How it could have 
been done better,” and “ Why I cannot do it.” From 
the opening to the close of that institute everything 
seemed to bear directly on the two points, ‘“ How to pre- 
pare for Sunday-school work ;” “ How to do it.” In 
this it was a pattern institute. 


No department of Sunday-school organization is more 
important to the efficient working of the school than the 
secretary's department. Nor is any exhibit of a Sun- 
day-school more instructive than a carefully arranged 
and well presented secretary’s report. Without a good 
secretary it is hardly possible to have a good Sunday- 
school, where each scholar shall be looked after and pro- 
vided for. What the school is, what has been done in it, 
and what are its needs, are seen almost at a glance when 
a competent secretary presents his report for a year. 
These points were abundantly illustrated in the complete 
and well systematized report of Mr. George H. Brown, the 
general secretary of Bethany Sunday-school in this city, 
presented at its recent anniversary. With an enrollment 
of 2.149 members in that school, it would be impossible 
to care properly for such a host in the lack of accurate 
and complete records. As it is, all are under oversight, 
both general and special, and the school is kept in smooth 
working order with a force of officers and teachers and 
varied helpers amounting in all to a little more than half 
the number of commissioned and non-commissioned offi- 
cers deemed necessary to oversee and look after the same 
number of men in the regular army organization. The 
report shows the full membership of the school, its fluc- 
tuations of attendance, its work in various departments, 
the state of the weather week by week, and many other 
items to aid in making a fair exhibit of the school as it 
has been and as it is. It seems that thirty-three Sab- 
baths of the past year were perfectly clear; seven were 
cloudy ; on four the walking was bad; only eight were 
really stormy. Those who keep up their Sunday-school 
throughout the year always find bad weather less a hind- 
rance than they anticipate. The winter is sure to be a 
‘““ remarkable winter” to any school which for the first 
time keeps up its sessions from summer to summer after 
long indulgence in winter vacations on account of the 
accustomed inclemency of the weather. Bethany Sun- 
day-+chool does not even have a summer vacation, and 
in spite of the too common opinion that city teachers 
are not to be depended on in hot weather, the record 
shows that its teachers and scholars kept up their at- 
Oa July 25th, 
forty-six teachers were present, and on no Sunday of the 
year were there !ess, 


tendance exceeding!y well last summer. 


Che smallest attendance of scholars 
for the year was 647—a number well worth caring for. The 
average attendance, including scholars, teachers, and 
visitors, was 1472. The largest attendance on any Sun- 
day was 1993; the net gain for the year was 292. In 
this school the printing press is not ignored as an agency 
of good. A'though the school has no hbrary, 65,550 
copies of its weekly paper were put in circulation through 
its membership, as were also 39 870 cards and circulars, 
and 1 760 Bibles and bymo-bo «ks. There are other facts 
So 
there are in every good secretary’s report of a Sunday- 
achool, 


in the report worthy of considerate examination, 
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WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, lustitutes, Normal-classes, aud Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received. } 


CONVENTION CALENDAR, 


Bunday School Congress, Plainfield, N. J......-+March 5-10, 1876 
Missouri, State, at Kansas City servnevevecnvererssueusness May 16-18, 1876. 
New York, State, at Utica oenscesesccecsosbasevesoosecnosessesss June 6-8, 1876. 
Nebraska, State, at Fremont June 6-8, 1876. 
Indiana, State, at Fort Wayne..... June 6-8, 1876. 
Ohio, State, at Dayton. ..........ccorrcccccssssercereervecccsenevors ..-eeJ une 7, 8, 1876. 
Iowa, State, at Council Blu ff¥........ cece essere eeeeeeeee SUNG 13-15, 1876, 
Kentucky, State, at Frankfort June 20-23, 1876. 
New Jersey (Centennial Assembly), Ocean Grove.......July 22-30, 1876. 
@hautauqua Assembly, Fair Point, N. Y...ccceeecees August 1-15, 1876. 





NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 

Mew York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 P.M, 

New York Primary Normal-class (Union), at 304 Fourth Avenue 
every Saturday, at 3 p.m., taught by Mrs. S. W. Clark. 

Mew York Baptist Sunday School Teachers’ Association, at Calvary 
Baptist Church, Twenty-third Street, second Thursday evening of 
each month, except July and August, 


New York, Normal-class (Prot. Epis.), at Calvary Church Sunday- 
school room, corner of Twenty-first Street and Fourth Avenue, 
every Saturday, at 8 p.M., led by the Rev. R. Heber Newton. 

Mew York Sunday School Teachers’ Association (Union), at Fourth 


Avenue Presbyterian Church on the third Monday evening of each 
mouth, 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the Hanson Place Meth. 
Epis. Church, every Thursday evening, led by J. T. Duryea, D.D. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth. 
Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each mouth, ex- 
eept July and August, 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Union-meeting for the exposition, by eminent teach- 
ers, of the International lessons, in the hall of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, every Saturday at 4 P.M. 


Philadelphia, Bible Institute (Prot, Epis.), Lectures to February 15, 
1876, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 4 o'clock, P.M., at St. Luke's 
Church ; Wednesdays and Fridays, at 744 P.M., at Church of the Ad 
vent; Tuesdaysand Thursdays, at 744 P.M., at St. Matthew's Church. 


Philadelphia, Union meeting for teachers and superintendents, every 
Saturday, for the exposition of the Luternational lessons, at o4 
North Fourth Strect. 


@. Louis, Teachers’ Union-meeting for the exposition of the Interna- 
tional lessons every Saturday in Dr. Post’s Church, corner Tenth 
and Locust Streets. Led by the Rev. Dr. C. L. Goodell. 


Dubuque, Iowa, Teachers’ Institutes in the parlor of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, February 11, 25; March 10, 24; April 7, 21. 
Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union-meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men's 
Christian Association. Led by the Rey. Principal Caven, of Knox 

College. 


Birmingham, Iowa, Teachers’ Institute, February 22, 28. Rey. J. B. 
Atchinson, conductor. 

New Haven, Conn., Union Normal-class, with lesson study, second 
Monday evening of each month, in different churches. Conductor 
for February 14, Key. Dr. John H. Vincent. 


THE CHRISTIAN CONVENTION, 
CONCLUDING REPORT, ° 
UR report in last week’s paper closed with the ad- 
dress of the Rev. Dr, Stephen H. Tyng, Jr. He 
spoke in introduction of the first topic for the meeting 
of Thursday afternoon, January 20. This topic was, 

HOW TO GET HOLD OF THE NON CHURCH GOERS. 

Immediately upon the close of Dr, Tyng’s address, 
Mr, Moody spoke as follows: 

I want to say a few words on this question if you wiil 
allow me. We have had in our city (Chicago), fora 
number of years, what we call a “ Yoke Fellow’s Band.” 
They meet every Sunday night, say at six o’clock. We 
furnish them with tea, This doesn’t cost much, only 
about fifteen cents a head; and afier they have drank 
their tea, and prayed together, they start out to fiad re- 
cruits and bring them to the church, I have not known 
for years what it is to preach to empty seats; long 
before I had any reputation to draw folks we al- 
ways used to have our church full. Many churches 
around us that had men with great names to draw a con- 
gregation, very often during the summer season were 
only quarter full,or half full, but for the twelve months 
of the year our church would be full. It was these 
young fellows who brought them there. These men 
who bring in the recruits off of the street, found prob- 
ably in some dark saloon, and brought in, will be anx- 
ious that you should preach well, and if the minister sees 
that his helpers are anxious that he should make an im- 
pression upon his hearers, he will preach all the better 
for it, 

There are hundreds and thousands of young men in 
this country who want to work in the church, but they 
don’t know how. They want some one to set them to 
work, The way we doin our meetings is this: We have 
two men generally go together; we pat them on the 
e@oruers of ihe great thoroughfare, er we give them se 
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many saloons, and billiard bails, and hotels to look after. 
Every saloon within a mile of that place of worship is 
visited. Many a time I have gone into these saloons 
and asked men to come and hear me preach. I know that 
isn’t a very proper thing for a preacher to do, but it’s a 
good deal better than preaching to empty seats. Some 
of our brethren said they didn’t like to do it; I said 
there were a great many things we didn’t like todo, If 
we make up our minds to it, we can get people to the 
preaching. If we will roll up our sleeves, they will 
come. Then in the summer season never mind the 
church, leave it to the owls and bats; if the people 
won’t come to the church, go out on the first street cor- 
ner you come to and preach, or go to the court-house 
equare, or the park; anywhera, to get at the people. 
And then when you get the people have good singing. 
And remember when you sing that what the people want 
is the words, The words, not the music, reach the soul 
and convert the man. And then shake hands with 
every one who comes. Instead of staying in the pulpit 
0 pronounce the benediction, I used to go right down 
to the door while they eang the last hymn, then I’d get 
them as they passed out, Let the benediction go, but 
shake hands with them. And we must have plainer 
churches, And they must not have mortgages upon 
them, If we are ail the time staggering under a big 
debt we must be after the money of the people and that 
will soon drive them off. When they won’t come, to the 
church, or, & many can’t come, mothers, washerwomen, 
peopie with nothing to wear, why go tothem. Ask per- 
mission to go down to their rooms and hold a cottage 
prayer-meeting., Let them cal) in their neighbors, That 
commits these people to your side; they are then known 
to favor religious meetings, and good is done in that 
way. Don’t arrange it so as to keep the hymn books in 
the church all the time. Let the people carry the books 
home, then theyll sing of Jesus while at their home 
work, 

In answer to question, What was the secret of your 
ruccess in Chicago? Mr. Moody said: The only way I 
got along in Chicago was by going to preach to the 
people if they would not come and hear me 

The Rev. Dr. Ormiston here said: I wiil tell you how 
Mr. Moody succeeded in Chicago. I once arrived in 
that city, and was waiting a moment for a cab to take 
me to the home of a friend, when Mr. Moody saw me, 
aad before I could say a word he seized me by the collar 
aud had me preaching in fifteen minutes—down ona 
public square, one of the darkest nights I ever saw, and 
there was but one little bu!l’s-eye lantern to light us all. 
A little bit of an infidei sat at the foot of the chair all the 
time I was preaching, and at the end he wanted to dis- 
cuss some of his views. But Mr. Moody ssid, Strike up 
* Rock of Ages,” and away to the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association rooms, 

Mr. Moody here said: Don’t think all these non- 
church goers are prodigals, I had one hundred and five 
different ministers speak in our mission church one 
year, and I think one-third of them preached on The 
Prodigal Son. At last I put up a notice that I didn’t 
want auy more sermons on the Prodigal. In answering 
questions, which were put from all sides, he dropped the 
following hints: For city missionary work I think ladies 
are the best. They have more tact. Some of our best 
meetings were composed of those boys we used to gather 
off the street. You can do’most anything with boys 
after you get their affections, Ifa minister hasn’t an 
affection for his congregation he can’t do much good, 
You may, in many cases, win their affections to yourself, 
and then turn them over to Christ. When I heard Dr 
Arnot speak, just before I left London, he told this 
little story. He said, Many of you that have been 
brought up on a farm know what it is to wean a calf 
You put your fingers in its mouth, then you take and 
put its pose down in the milk, and afer you have got it 
to sucking you pull your fiogers out, and it goes on 
drawing up the milk. So, get them to love you first and 
then, when you have led them up to Christ, jerk your 
fingers out and leave them with Christ alone. 

The next topic for the consideration of the conven- 
tion was, 


OUR YOUN@ MEN: WHAT MORE CAN WE DO FOR 
THEM? 

George H. Stuart spoke first upon the sinking, im- 
perilled ones about us. He was followed by the Rev. Dr 
Julius Grammar, of Baltimore, who, after urging more 
prayer for young men, said: You remember that when 
Cato used to deliver his great speeches in the Roman 
Senate, he always closed them with this sentence, ‘‘Carth- 
age must be destroyed.” So we must sayin our prayers, 
“ These young meu must be eenverted.” And we need, 
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above all things, to set them the example, for whatever 
we may say, unless we live according to our teaching ; 
uoless we practice what we profess, we may be sure that 
we shall fail to move, or to mould them for Christ. 

Mr. John Wanamaker spoke upon the same topic, as 
follows: Imeed not say anything to these masters in 
Israel as to the importance of looking after young men. 
Whatever this city is to be, whatever this country is to 
be, twenty years from to-day, will depend upon how the 
young men are cared for now. And if you were to ask 
me the straight-out question, what could we best do for 
them, I would say, give them your hearts. We are 
ready to appoint missionaries in our cities; we are ready 
to give money, but there is another kind of hunger in 
the hearts of these youn: men, and that is for the words 
that you may speak to them; for the kindly, brotherly 
counsel that they were longing for day and night. A 
little fellow stood in the young men’s meeting the other 
night—a little Frenchman; and he said without being 
called upon to speak, “ Will you pray for a young man 
who has been about the theatres, who has been, not in 
good company ; that is me.” That was his speech. And 
so they stand before us, with their great hungry eyes 
looking at us. Ah! their hearts are craving the warm 
grasp of the hand, and loving, brotherly counsel, for 
the want of which in this city many of them have beem 
wrecked. 

One winter’s night a young man came into the rooms 
of our Association, and he asked the secretary if he 
would give him a place to stay that stormy night Tne 
secretary said to him, “ Why, it is very strange that yuu 
should be in this position, what does it mean?’ He 
said, “ Well, sir, I came to this city a few weeks ago. I 
came for employment. I have sought everywhere for 
it.” “Have you not had any employment off-red to 
you?” He said, “ Well, I had a situation offered me to- 
night.” ‘‘ Why did you not take it?” Said he, “ I was 
standing in the Continental Hotel vestibule getting warm 
at the heater, just inside the door, and whilst I was stand- 
ing there, a gentleman coming out said to ms: “ Young 
man, help me on with my coat.” I did it, and as I was 
doing it, he asked me what I was doing there. I told 
him I hadn’t any place to go, and that I was getting 
warm; that I had been seeking for a situation but 
couldn’t get any. Said he, “I want a young man, and 
I am sure you can fill the place.” “ Whatis it to do?” 
asked the young man. “ Well,” said the other, “it isa 
very nice situation up this street; my sons are there.” 
“What will I have to do?’ “ You will just have to 
wait on the bar.”” The young man said, “I could not 
take that situation.” The secretary, to test him, said, 
“Why did you not take him up?” The young man, as 
the tears came to his eyes, replied, “My father is a 
class-leader in the Methodist church ; and it would break 
my mother’s heart if she knew I was in this city tending 
bar.” That was the turaing point in that young man’s 
life. Then it was, that by the little help that a brother 
was able to give, that he was lifted up, and became a 
man that would honor any one as his friend. So it is 
with many a man who comes up from your country 
homes. He walks the streets day and night; what he 
wants is your heart. I beg you to take a little time and 
give it to him rather than your money. 

You are familiar, no doubt, with the case of the young 
man who was exeeuted at Camden, New Jersey. To 
the ministers who had come to his cell, he said, “ Ab, if 
anybody had taken half the trouble with me before I 
came here, 1 should never have been within these prison 
walls.” I believe it from my heart, that when the Lord 
said, “ Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he will send forth /aborers,” he meant workingmen. He 
meant more than committees, or secretaries. He meant 
each of us, with prudent warm hearts to be put along- 
side of these dear needy people. The question, “ What 
more can we do for them ’” is asked, and I have written 
the answer for myself in the back of my book, as one of 
the purposes that this convention blesses me with. I 
have written and signed my name to it, and it is an 
auswer to your question, ‘I will try to get hold of at 
least one young man every day this year.” I cannot do 
this work by making speeches. I cannot do it whole- 
sale, but I must take one at atime. God help me that 
I may be able to do something ! 

AsI stand on this platform, and look over this old 
depot, I recall a scene of the war—I think it was 1863— 
when in the city of New York there was a great turmoil, 
and we were in doubt as to just how things were going to 
move in this city, and those in authority sent to this old 
freight depot a regiment of soldiers. They were quar- 
tered a night or two under this roof. They had their 
cartridge-boxea, their muskets, and they were ready at 
the signal te ge out into these streets, and the orders 
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wers, that if there was any rioting they sbould fire. 
Thauk God, there was no occasion for that however. 
Here, to-day, is another army—Soldiers of the Cross— 
here encamped. May God send you out from the old 
depot with the blessed artillery of heaven, and may there 
be a giorious victory in his blessed name! 

The Rev. Dr. R. M. Hatfield said, upon the same 
topic: I want to suggest, once for all, that you keep very 
near to the young man. I used, some years ago, now 
and then, to deliver a lecture entitled, “The secret of 
living long without growing old.” Now, if you want to 
be young and happy, make friends of those who are 
younger than yourself. This is of very great impor- 
tance to every man, and especially to the Christian min- 
ister. I suppose we have delegates here to-day who do 
not represent associations for the specia! purpose of car- 
ing for young men. Don’t stand aloof from these asso- 
ciations. If for any reason you do not feel that you are 
of quite as mach importance in that association as some- 
body else; if a class of enterprising laymen have out- 
run these other disciples in this matter and you area 
little in the rear; if for any reason some other church 
has more influence than your own, nevertheless give 
your hearty co-operation t) these associations, and to 
everything that is calculated to make manly and Chris- 
t an young men. 

Lot me make a suzgestion to mothers. Who know 
the young men better than anybody else? Why the 
mothers; God bless them! There is the power that 
rocks the cradie, that cares for the boy; and there is the 
power, after all, that saves the young man. Oh, I know 
how you love them, and I know how your hearts are 
bound up in them. But there is one thing even a mother 
does not know, and that is, how sincerely, how pro- 
foundiy, every d-cent soa appreciates a mother’s love, 
I suppose I grieved my mother many a time, but God 
be thanked, as my heart turns toward her quiet resting 
place in the conutry, my conscience does not to-day ac- 
cuse nie Of having been an undutiful or disobedient son. 
When our friends are wearied of us, and lose patience, 
and turn from us, there is one heart that always makes 
us room; there is ove soul that always yearns for us, 
and when the mother, at whose knees we said our baby- 
prayers, when she has grown old and is bowed with 
years and infirmities, and the frosts of many winters are 
on that venerable head, when time has harrowed out of 
the cheeks we love to kiss 80 well every trace of baauty, 
she is our mother still, beautiful to us, beautiful forever 
while she lives, and more beautiful when she is among 
the avgels at God’s right hand. O mothers, keep the 
boys under your wing; hold them close to your hearts, 
and no matier how many others may love them, no matter 
how well some bright-faced young girl may love the boy, 
hold on to him still! 

In your dealinus with young men, some of you have 
a great many of them in your employ, recognize their 
manhood, and treat them as young men, as young men 
have a right to be treated, and not as mere machines for 
grinding out money. Do not pay them merely what 

hey would consent to taks as standing between them 

tarvation. Reeognize their manhood. If you 
n't your piety is a mean, snivelling, contemptible 
thing. I know sometbing on this subject. I went, at 
nineteen years of age, into the largest city of this coun- 
ury, a poor, friendless boy, with nothing but this right 
hand and an honest heart, and God’s blessing upon me, 
to work out my own fortune and destiny. And I wiil 
tell you what young men appreciate most of all. It is 
not the sancitimouious face; it is not goodish kind of 
talk; it is a recognition of their manhood; their brother- 
hood, and that you treat them as you would like a man 
to treat your s.u when he goes from your home. This 
is trus, whether it is strictly evangelical! or not. 





Another thing: There is no respectable young man 
that wants to be patro nized by his employer, though he 
be rich as the late Wm. B. Astor. He wants to be treated 
with courtesy, and it is best sometimes to bridge the 

asm, a% you call it, that our advanced civilizatioa has 
gged between the employer and the young man. 





ere was @ (ime wien these young men were members 
he families of these commercial princes; when they 
ud the right to call and be received at their employer’s 
homes, I say, young men do not want to be coddled 
i patted on the back and beslobbered; they want to 
se honored and recognized as men, and you can well 
afford to give them that treatment, not only in your 
ing room, but in your homes. 

With the afternoon session of Thursday the conven- 
tion closed. The anniversary of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association followed in the evening, and the con- 
vention delegates, in the main, tarried to atiend it, Oa 


that coecasion Mr. Moody delivered bis celebrated address 


coun 





on Daniel, which was full of suggestion and of inspira- 
tion for all young men. The whole was a grand con- 
clusion of the blessed meetings in the old Depot. Now 
let these suggestions be carried out! 


CAMDEN UNION NORMAL-CLASS, 
REPORTED BY W. M. PATTON, SKC’Y. 


HE third session of the Union Normal-Olass was 
held on Thursday evening, January 20th, in the 
Fourth Street Baptist Church, Camden, N. J. The at- 
tendanee was large, although it was the closing night 
with Messrs. Moody and Sankey at the Depot Church, 
across the river. The lesson illustration was farnished 
by the Rov. Dr. B. L. Agnew. The topic, “ How to 
teach,” was handled by J. Bennett Tyler in accordance 
with the following outline: 
How shall we teach? 1. Intelligently. 2. Interestedly. 
8. Vividly. 4. Variedly. 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 
I. Four conditions of good teaching. eo 
(1.) Power to arrest the attention of the pupil. 
(2.) Power thoroughly to interest the pupil. 
(3.) Power toinstruct the pupil. 
(4.) Power to impress the truth on the heart 
and conscience of the pupil. 
Il. The fulfillment of these conditions inyolves— 
(1.) A clear perception of the truth on the part 
of the teacher. 
(2.) Ability to make the pupil see and measura- 
bly understand it. 
(3.) Thorough preparation on the part of the 
teacher. 


Ill. In order successfully to fulfill these conditions we 
should aim— 
(1.) At simplicity in language. 
(2) At clearness of conception and expression. 
(3.) A‘ accuracy in the use of language. 
(4.) At putting statements and questions in few 
words. 
(5) A‘ distinctness, vividness, and point. 

A very sugyestive conversational exercise was held in 
closing, on “ Manner in teaching.” The following puints 
were brought out from the class: 

1. Our manner should be very patient. 

2. Our manner should be always polite, even to 
the youngest. 

3. Our manner should be encouraging. 

4, Our manner should be affectionate, 


OTHER GATHERINGS. 
HE fourth annual Sunday-school convention of the 
third district of Iowa, held at Postville, during the 
third we k in January, is reported as characterised by 
much prayer, great earnestness among the speakers, and 
exceptionally fine singing and organ playing. Among 
the practical themes discussed were: “Our object in at- 
tending the convention ;” “ Our seven counties: their 
condition as compared with one year ago;” “ How can 
we improve upon present system of Sunday-school or- 
ganization?’ “‘ How to render Bible truth attractive to 
children.” Thres counties, Winnesheik, Alamaker, and 
Jiayton, were organized into county Sanday-school asso- 
ciations, and arranged to hold two-day meetings within 
their respective bounds during the month of February. 
Every session of the convention was crowded, even the 
morning prayer-meeting. 


The Hudson County Sabbath School Association held 
an institute at Hoboken, N. J, on Sunday and Monday 
of last week. It was opened on Sunday afternoon with 
a sermon in the United Presbyterian Church, by the Rev. 
James Price, on “Tne Sabbath-school: its aims and 
claims.” In the eveningpa series of sermons was preached 
in seven of the city churches. Of institute exercises 
proper, Richard P. Ciark, of Brooklyn, taught on Mon- 
day afternoon the next Sunday’s lesson ; in the evening, 
Mrs. Samuel W. Ciark, of Newark, exhibited methods 
of “ Ilinustrative teaching,” with the aid cf the blackboard 
and a class of fifty children, and afterwards conducted 
& conversation on the same subject. The question drawer 
was opened by the Rav. Alfred Taylor, of Brooklyn, who 
also gave an address, Ocher addresses were made by 
the Rev. Messrs. James Boyd Brady, W. 8S. Goodno, and 
J. R. Bryan. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association, of Washing- 
ton, D. C., beld a farewell meeting at Lincoln Hall, on 
Sunday afternoon, January 23, in view of the departure 
of the Rev. George A. Hull, their former general secre- 
tary, who has been with them eight years. This com- 
modieus hall, capable ef seating 160@ persons, was filled; 





and the feeling manifested during the exercises indicated 
that a very warm attachment had grown up between the 
members of the association and Mr. Hall. On the Mon- 
day evening following, at 8 o’ciock, the active workers 
of the association, some seventy-five to eighty in num- 
ber, met in the parlors of their building for parting 
words with him. Mr. Hall could hardly command his 
feelings on sundering the ties which had been formed 
during the eight years of labor here, and his last words 
betokened his loviag care for the welfare of the Wash- 
ington association, and of thankfulness for God’s bless- 
ing on his work. As the time of his departure drew 
near a little purse of $100 was handed him as a parting 
token. When, thanking them for this unexpected gift, 
he led in prayer. A circle of clasped hands was then 
formed, and with overflowing hearts, all sang— 
‘*Blest be the tie that binds.’ 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 
=< Hudsén County Sabbath School Association, of 
New Jersey, is to hold a meeting at Greenville, 


February 10, to be followed by others at Harrison, South 
Bergen, Union, Guttenburg, and West Hoboken. 


From July 22-30 the Sunday-school workers of New 
Jersey are to hold an assembly at Ocean Grove, the 
well-known sea-side resort. The Rey. Dr. J. H. Vincent 
is to conduct the normal work; the Rev. J. S. Ostrander 
the department of biblical illustration; Prof. W. F, 
Sherwin the music; and Drs. Hall, Robinson, Duryea, 
and Tyng, Jr., are announced for addresses. 


At Brooklyn, Iowa, the fourth annual Sunday-school 
convention, for the fifth district of Lowa, is to be held 
February 7-9. The opening top:c announced, is “ What’s 
the good of conventions?” Each session has its special 
line of topics, as the “Sunday-schoo! workers’ session ;’’ 
the “Teachers’ session;”’ the “ Work session ;”’ the 
“Laymen’s session ;’ © Song and praise service;” and 
“Bible and song servics.” KR, H. G imore, president 
of the State Association, leads this convention. 


PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


———_@——_—— 


\ INTER co!d does not kill zeal in the Sunday-school 

workers of Minnesota. Mr. A. H. Carman, of 
Waseca, writes that tbe Baptists alone have held two in- 
sti utes already this winter, one at Owatonna, and another 
at Minneapolis, and a third is now under consideration. 


—Richmond, Va., is said to show a larger proportion 
of church members to its population than any other 
city in the United States. Lis Sunday-schools are well 
attended, and they receive much attention from their 
churches. Each of the principal denominations bas its 
local Sunday-school union, and the schools of all de- 
nominations come together occasionally. The Keligiows 
Herald reports 3200 scholars aud teachers in attendance 
at the white Baptist Sunday-schools at the first of the 
year, and seventy conversions in the schools during the 
month of December. 

—The veteran Sunday-school worker, the Rey. B. W. 
Chidiaw, of Ohio, writiag from Connersville, Lad., says 
of the religious revival movement there : ‘ The Sabbath- 
schools of this town, which has a population of 8500, 
are enjoying avery gracious work, About 100 of the 
scholars have become deeply interested in the subject of 
personal piety, and most of them have become converted 
and added to the Lord. Several entire classes have 
been brought to Jesus, and are now his followers. The 
churches are greatly revived, acd in a good spiritual 
condition to care for these new converts. The oflicers 
and teachers of the Sunday-schoo!s are full of zeal and 
efforts to see ail their scholars gathered into the arms of 
Jesus and his earthly foid. A week im the midst of this 
blessed work has been a great blessing to the old Sabbath- 
school missionary.” 


—Nineteen conversions during the month of Decem- 
ber are reported by The Pacific in connection with the 
“ California Cuinese Mission. 

— Fifty-two persons are mentioned in Word and Work 
as received by C. B. Sawday into fellowship “ who at- 
tribute their conversion to the labors of Messrs. Moody 
aud Saukey at the Agricultural Hall,” 


—At Madras, Ladia, during the third quarter of 1875, 
thirty-live persous were reeeived to full membership and 
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sixty were received on probation by the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, under the Rev. 
OC. P. Hard, well known in America as a 
graduate of the first Chautauqua Assembly. 


—The Glasgow Medical Mission”’ is re- 
ported in The Christian aa carrying on its 
work of healing bodies and saving souls 
“with much success,” 


—H. Grattan Guinness, in an appeal for 
evangelistic work in East London, says 
that in one square mile, in the vicinity of 
Spitalfields and Bethnal Green, there are 
more than 150,000 inhabitants, and that 
not above ten per cent. of these, at the 
outside, attend any place of worship. 


—It is estimated by Dr. Grundeman, of 
Germany, that up to the close of 1878 the 
conversions to Christianity from heathen 
nations where Protestant missionaries were 
at work have amounted in the aggregate 
to 1,537,274 Of these 1,116,228 were in 
connection with British missions, and 
183.571 with missions from America. 


—L rd Shaftesbury says that by the 
efforts of the Ragged School Union, up to 
1870, more than 200,000 children were 
taken off the streets and put in the way of 
an honest livelihood, and that most of 
these children would without there efforts 
have been found among what ace ordi- 
narily termed “ the dangerous clas-es.” 


—The first ‘“ quarterly conference” in 
connection with the Methodist Episcopal 
Chinese Mission in San Francisco, is re- 
ported in the Pacific Christian Advocate 
Two Chinese converts were recommended 
to the district conference for licensure as 
local preachers. A love feast meeting and 
the celebaration of our Lord’s Supper ac- 
companied the exercises. 


—The death of Mrs. Cole, of San Fran- 
cisco, well known for her good work in be- 
half of Chinese children in that city, is an- 
nounced in The Pacific. At the recent 
Christmas festival of her school a number 
of Chinese ladies, wives of leading Cuinese 
merchants, were present in rich attire. 
“They manifested great interest and de- 
light in the proceedings, and as this was 
their first visit to the school, their pre- 
sence may be regarded as significant,” 


—The Rev. W. A. Essery, of Marlbor- 
ough Chapel, Old Kent Road, London, 
writes to Zhe Christian, that his church re- 
ceived during 1875, as the direct and in- 
direct result of the Moody and Sankey 
work, 138 new members, being seventy 
members more than the most prosperous 
year of his previous ministry, He adds: 
“It grieves my heart deeply to hear so 
many ministers a king what bas become of 
all the excitement, and what are the re- 
sults. If Christ’s ministers and churches 
had sought for blessing, they would have 
beon largely refreshed.” : 


—Ina letter to American children, given 
in 7he Presbyterian, the Rev. Dr, Nassau, 
of the Wes: African mission, says of a visit 
made by him to a village near the mouth 
of the Ogovi River: 


The headman of the village where I stopped 
for the night surprised me by the variety 
and number of his questions about God and 
religion. I do not think I ever met a native 
who so led the conversation as he did. Usuatly 
I lead, and they cease when I do. When, in 
answer to a que-tion, I told him of the be- 
ginning of sin by the iall of the first angels, 
he followed with other questions, and asked 
why God had given us desires and capacities 
with which we sometimes sinned, I invented 
a fable as answer, which made quite a laugh 
in the company present, Africans like illus- 
trations; they are to them better than argu- 
ment. I said: [ gave my servant a sharp 
cutlass with which to cut the bushes and 
clear a spot for a garden. On the way 
thither he began to cut and wound people; 





they complained, and he replied: “ My master 
put this in my hand.” They came to me to 
complain, and I replied: “O foolish servant! 
I gave you the cutlass for a useful work: 
I did not tell you to cnt people.’ This 
little fable, with appropriate gesture and imi- 
tation of the parties in it, quite “ brought 
down the house.” 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


Biblical History and Biblical Language. 
By Dr. Solomon Deutsch. Hartford: The 
Case, Lockwood, and Brainard Co.—Com- 
ments in English on the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures by an accomplished Israelite have a 
peculiar value, The familiarity of such a 
scholar with the language, the manners 
and customs, and the traditions of the 
people from whom camg all the Old Testa- 
ment writers, enables him to throw light 
on many an ambiguous phrase in our 
authorized translation. Rabbi Deutsch, of 
Hartford, a kinsman of the erudite and 
lamented Emanuel Deutsch, has done good 
service in this line in this little volume. 
It gives in a succession of brief chapters the 
Old Testament narrative in its complete- 
ness. As far as practicable the language 
of our English version is adhered to; but 
the history is presented in chronological 
order, bringing together various narratives, 
in some cases, as in the history of the 
kings of Judah from the books of Samuel, 
the Chronicles, and the prophecies of 
Isaiah and Jeremiah. Brief foot-notes of 
explanation are given, some of which are 
exceedingly helpful to the ordinary Eng 
lish reader. A sketch of the origin, dates, 
and divisions of the several books of the 
Old Testament, and a brief outline of 
Bible geography, also a series of examina 
tion questions for those who use the volume 
as a text-book, follow the body of the 
work. The book would prove of service to 
many in the study of the Old Testament 
lessons of the International series for both 
this year and next. It has also its value 
for reference and comparison in the ordi- 
nary reading of the Bible. 


Sermons out of Church. By Miss Mulock. 
Chicago: Donnelly, Loyd & Co, “The 
Lakeside Library.”—These sermons are 
well worth-reading. In their new and 
cheaper form they are likely to reach 
many to whom they were unavailable as 
they first appeared; for in a number of 
“The Lakeside Library” they are given 
complete, in good clear type, 1or ten cents, 
whereas they were before published at $1 50, 
While we by no means agree with all that 
Miss Mulock says, even in the best of 
these sermons, we find enough of truth aud 
sound sense in her counsels as to the treat- 
ment of ourselves, our children, our ser- 
vants, and our neighbors, to give a special 
value to the sermons as a whole. And 
this “Library” does a good work in 
sending out at such a price the books of 
Miss Mulock, George MacDonald, Thomas 
Hughes, Alfred Tennyson, and other 
authors of their class, to take the place of 
dime novels and sensational trash. 


The Asbury Twins. By Sophie May 
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Boston: Lee & Shepard.—The author of | 
the “ Dotty Dimple Stories” and “ Little | 
Prudy Stories” is hardly equaled in her | 
power to represent child-life and to please 
children, She understands the little folks, 
and they understand her; and she and 
they love each other. This book is a good 
specimen of Sophie May’s pleasant style 
and spirit as a writer. It is the autobio- 





graphy of two little girls, a partnership in 
writing after the pattern of Mark Twain 
and Charles Dudley Warner. Sophie 
May seems a little confused as to the im- | 
portant distinction between a sinner’s 








trusting in a Saviour and a sinner’s trying 
to do right in the hope that somehow God 
will fill up his lack of service; yet the in- 
fluence of the book is good in the main. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


{All books received will be promptiy noticed under 
this head. he interests of our ers will guide us in 
making further notice. | 


North Pole Voyages: embracing sketches of the im 
portant facts and incidents in the latest Ameri 
can efforts to reach the North Pole. By the Rev. 
Z. A. Mudge Five illustrations.) New York: 
Nelson & Phillips. For sale by Perkinpine & 
Higgins. 


Athenagoras. Edited for schools and colleges. By 
*. A. March, LL.D. With explanatory notes by 


W. B. Owen, A.M., adjunct professor of Chris- 
tian Greek in Lafayette College. New York: 
Harper & Brothers. For sale by J. B. Lippincott 
& Co 

The Knightly Soldier: a biography of Major Henry 
Ward Camp, Tenth Conn. Vols. By Chaplain | 
H. Clay Trumbull Sixth edition, revised 
Price $'.25, Boston: Lockwood, Brooks & Co. 
For sale by Garrigues Brothers. 

Supposed Miracles. An argument for the honor of 
Christianity against superstition, and for it 
truth against unbelief. By the Rey. J. M. Buck 
ley. New York: Hurd & Houghton. For sal 
by the Methodist Book Concern. 

Every Incha King. A story illustrating the reigns 
of David and Solomon, kings of Israel. By 
Celia E. Gardner. (Six illustrations.) New York: 


Nelson & Phillips. For sale by Perkinpine & 
Higgins. 


Amy and the Birds, and Other Stories. By the 
author of “Summer at the Walnut Ridge.” 
New York: Nelson & Phillips. For sale by Per- 
kinpine & Higgins. 


Pray for the Holy Spirit. By the Rev. William 
Seribner. Price $'.25. New York: Anson D. F. 
Randolph & Co. For sale by Claxton, Remsen 
& Haffelfinger. 

Through and Through the Tropics. Thirty thou- 
sand miles of travel in Oceanica, Australasia, and 
India. By Frank Vincent, Jr. New York: Har- 
per & Brothers. 


Leaves from Sunday School and Mission Fields. By 
Mary P. Hale. Price 75 cents. Boston: Lock- 
wood, Brooks & Co. For sale by Garrigues 
Brothers. 


My Inquiry Meeting; or, Plain Truths for Anxious 
Souls, Saved or Unsaved. By Robert Boyd, 
D.D. Chicago: Fleming H. Revell. 

The Secret of Strength. By Maria Bruce Lyman. 
Price $1.00. Boston: Lockwood, Brooks & Co. 
For sale by Garrigues Brothers. 

Infant Baptism Briefly Considered. By the Rev. N. 
Doane. New York: Nelson & Phillips. For 


sale by Perkinpine & Higgins. 

American Baptist Year-Book, 1876. Price 50 cents. 
Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication 
Society 


Memoirs of the Rev. Charles G. Finney. Written by 
himself. New York: A. 5S. Barnes & Co. 


Halves. A novel. By James Payn. Price 50 cents. 
New York: Harper & Brothers. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


GOVERNMENT AWARD.—The Fairbanks 
Scale was again successful at Washington 
on Tuesday, and secured the patronage of 
the Postoftice Department for another year. 
Quality, nct price, is said to have settled 
the verdict in their favor, and the repeated 
approval of the United States Government 
must be very satisfactory to the Vermont 
scale-makers.— Evening Post, Jan. 15. 


A powder magazine is not a comfortable 
thing for a private residence, nor is a shell 
boiler in unskillful hands. Messrs. Crane, 
Breed & Co, of Cincinnati, Ohio, are mak- 
ing Steam Heating more safe, economical, 
and comfortable than heating by stoves, or 
even grate fires. 


CURE FOR Covu@H OR CoLp —As soon 
as there is the slightest uneasiness of the 
Chest, with difficulty of breathing, or indi- 
cation of Cough, take during the day a 
tew# Brown's Bronchial Troches.” 


NO EXCUSE NOW FOR BEING LATE. 


“TIME IS MONEY!” 


Accurate and Reliable 
(Wa BOs a ig 
HOUR CLOCKS, 
FOR $2.00. 


THE “SAINT NICHOLAS CLOCK” is a 
detached lever escapement time piece. of careful 
construction. QUALITY GUARANTEED. Novel, 
tasieful, and attractive in style, and in every respect 
an article of superior excellence 

ft will ran in any position, and will be 
of special value to the traveler. They are snitable 
for the Library, the Family Room, the Dining Room, 
the Sleeping Room, the Shop, the store, the saloon, 
and the Cabln. 

The cut represents the “St. Nicholas” at one-fifth 
the actual size. Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt 
of price. S. B. JEROME & CO., New Haven, Conn. 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


CHANGE 
IN RATES. 


The following subscription rates, payable 
in advance, were established November 15: 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1tol4 copies, - - - $2.15 each. 
°* Beep * se «0 1 ° 
30 copies and upwards, - - - 165 “ 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at 
the time of making their subscription, state 
that they are such, $1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 











| THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER $ .60. 

| This paper is designed to supply superin- 

| tendents with helps, in the line of their spe- 
cial work, to which teachers and scholars have 
not access. It is published monthly, and will 
be sent, on receipt of its price, only to sub- 

| sertbers of THE TIMES who are pastors or su- 

| perintendents, and who, when ordering it, state 

| that they are such. 

If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of 
| THe Times, desires the help of THE SupEr- 
_INTENDENT’S PAPER, for any member of his 
| school—for example, an assistant superin- 
| tendent or infant class teacher—he can mul- 
tiply copies of the Paper accordingly, to his 
own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra PAPERS go 
only to subscribers of THE TIMEs. 

Orders for this PAPER can be filled, only 
when coming direct from superintendents or 
pastors who are subscribers of ‘THE T1IMEs. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, - - $ .60 
100 “ one year, - - - 7.20 
Less than 100 Copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLAR’S QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three months,- - $500 
100 “ one year, - - - 20.00 
Less than 100 Copies at same rate. 


Subscriptions will be received for any 
portion of a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made to a club at club 
rates only during the month in which it is 
formed. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction 
of a paper changed should be careful to 
name not only the post-office to which they 
wish it sent, but also the one to which 
it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both County and State. 

Any person writing to renew either a 
single or club subscription, in connection 
with which his name has not before been 
known to the publisher, will please give the 
name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THE 
Times to their friends can have specimen 
copies sent free from this office to any 
address. 











Yow that the date of expiration is plainly 
printed on the yellow address label of each pa-~ 
per or package of papers, it will be necessary 
for all subscribers to renew promptly by the 
time thus designated or thew paper will be 
discontinued. 


ADVERTISING RATES 


Ordinary Advertisements: Per line 
(12 lines to an inch), for each in- 
gertion, . . ‘ R ‘ 25 Cts, 
Special Notices: Per line (as above), 30 Cts. 
Reading Matter: Per line (leaded), 50 Cts. 
DISCOUNTS on the above rates as follows: 
5 per cent, on 4 insertions, 
10 “ ity ‘ 8 “ 
15 “ “ “ 13 “ 
20 “ “ “ 26 a 
25 “ “ “ 52 a“ 
wey Copy for Advertisements must be on 
hand by Saturday of the week preceding 
their issue. 











Letters concerning Subscriptions or Ad- 
vertisements should be addressed to 


JOHN DD. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 


610 CHESTNUT ST., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The New YorK OFFICE is at the Sun- 
day-school Teachers’ j Room, 304 
Fourth Avenue, Y. M. C. A. Building. 

EK. P. Warunse, t. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
RAYS 
REG ISTER 


LIBRARTANS. #828 


you to save time, labor, and loss of many books, as nu- 
merous testimonials show. Send for our new circular. 


GARRIGUES BROS., PHIL’A., PA. 


INNING WORDS—A Sunday-school Paper 

for the young—grows in favor each year. Pub- 

lished monthly and semi-monthly. Send fora spe- 

cimen before ordering your Sunday-school Paper 
for 1876. LFRED MARTIEN, 

21 Ss. Seventh Street, Phila. 


SERMONS »» «MONDAY CLUB 


ON THE 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS FOR 1876, 


Crown 8vyo. 400 pp. $1.50. 


any address, post-paid, « 
gymen a 


Sent to 
tu Cle! 


m receipt of price; 


special Pare 





‘Important helps to Sabbath-school teachers.” 
Rev. k. B. webb, VD. “* Modets ot their kind. 
Zwn's Traid, * Laden with thought clearly stated 
happily illustrated.”—Rev, A, Mchenzie, Cumbi dye 

Ain much struck with their general Wisdom, clear 
and pomt.’—Ker. Phut ps Brooks, Bueston. 

Simpie, Scriptural, devout, earnest, and = prac 
tical. Lhe Wa caman, right, tresh, direct, sug 
vestlve The Auvance, 


LOCK WOOD, BROOKS « CO., 


381 Washington St., Boston. 


THE BEST 


SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS. 


HIGH SCHOOL CHIOTR, 
An admirably arranged book for Academies, Sem- 


inaries, and High Schools, Songs in two, three, and 
four parts. $1.00. 
CHOICE TRIOS, 


For three Female voices. Full of the best of fine 


music for Seminaries. 1 00, 
AMERICAN SCHOOL MUSIC READERS. 
In three books, 35 cents, 50 cents, and 50 cents, Fine 
graded course for Primary and Grammar Schoois. 
Ail the precedings works are compilations of those 
thoroug h teachers and composers, L. O. Emerson 
and W.S. Tilden. 
CHEEREUL VOICES, 

A very popular collection of School Songs, 
NATIONAL HYMN AND TUNE 

10 cents.) Contains the 
Musie extant for opening 

We also call attenti on to those 


50 ets, 
BOOK. 
best collection of Sacred 
and closing schools. 


excelle nt collee- 


tions of Se moe Songs: ‘Merry Chimes,” “ Golden 
Wreath,” ghting rale *and * Golden Robin,” each 
) cents: ms * Deems’ Solfeggios,” * Panseron’s A B 
C" I ’erkin’s “ Orphean,” “ Hour of Singing,” all for 


the higher se hools, Mason's g 
and Dr. Streeter’s treatise on 
bO cents, 

All books sent 


rreat Music Charts, $8,00, 
‘Primary Elements,’ 


by mail, post-free, for retail price 


OLIVER DITSON & CO. 
BOSTON 
«. H. Ditson & Co.,| J. E. Ditson & Co., 
TH BROADWAY, SUCCESSORS TO LEE & WALKER, 
New York. Philadelphia. 


THE NEW SONG-BOOK 


PREPARED FOR MESSRS, 


MOODY AND SANKEY'’S 


SPECIAL SERVICES. 


‘Gospel Hymns 


AND 


Sacred Songs,” 


By P. P. BLISS and IRA D. SANKEY. 


Is issuer d in the following styles: 
One, 32mo, Words only, paper covers......... 5 cts, 
One, $v 0, Words and Music, paper covers...25 cts. 
There are finer editions of each style: One of 
Words only, at 10 cents; of Words and Music, 30 
cents, 350 cents, 75 cents, and $1.25. 
These books are for sale by Booksellers all ov er 
the country; or orders may be sent to either of the 
publishers, 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati. 
BIGLOW & MALIN, New York. 


20 INK W 


CHOICE GIFT BOOKS 


FOR HOLIDAYS. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


1512 Chestmut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


MOODY = SANKEY cassegunese 


or oUc.; postpaid. Address American Photograph 
RH, Brooklyn, New York, “" 


THE SUND AY* 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THE SWALLER MAP OF 


THE HOLY LAND 


AND 


EAST OF THE JORDAN, 


By PRoFs. OSBORN & COLEMAN, 


Is just published, embodies all 
and recent discoveries in the Lands Eas t and West 
of the Jordan—to 1876. A Beautiful ornament for 
Study, Library, and Class-room. Size, 4 feet 6 inches 
long, 3 feet wide. Price, $5, delive red t free to all parts, 
and with important 1] 


accompaniments, sent to all 
owners during this year. For ¢ ‘ire ulars address the 
Publisher, 


GEORGE CROSBY, 
Sunday School Depository, 


41 West Fourth St., 


the important former 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Author of A YEAR WITH ST. PAUL.” 


i 7’ Al > Y 

DAVID THE KING; 
With a study on the | 
order of David's Life. 
l2mo, Cloth, $2.00 
of price, by the publishers. 

ANSON D. F. RANDOLPH & CO., 
770 Broadway. Cor. 9th St... New York. 


THE 


OK ge 


ONGREGATION. 


A CHURCH MUSIC BOOK ON AN EN. 
TIRELY NEW PLAN. 


By GEORGE F. ROOT. 


location of the Psalms in the 
By Chas, E. Knox, D.D 
Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt 


One hundred and fifty Musical Services, each be- 
ginning with words and music for the Choir, and 
ending with Standard Hymns and Tunes for Choir 
and Congregation. 

In a new and elegant form. 
320 pages, $2 single, $:8 a dozen; 
$1’ a dozen. 

Either book sent by mail on receipt of retail price. 

Circulars and specimen pages free. 


Cloth, tinted paper, 
boards, $1.50 single, 


THE CHOICE 
? " 
FOR SINGING SCHOOLS & CONCERTS. 
By McGRANAHAN AND CASE, 
4ay-A Wide-Awake Book for Wide-Awake Teachers. 
Contains a novel elementary course, and a GRAND 
COLLECTION OF MUSIC. THE CHOICE is the work 
ofexperienced men, and fully meets the w ants of pro- 
gressive teachers. It is the most succesful Conven- 
tion Book in the field. Price, $7.50 dozen; single 
sample copy, 75 cents. 
PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 


WESTMINSTER : 
QUESTION BOOK. 


FOR 1876. 


BY THE REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


A HAND-BOOK FOR TEACHER AND SCHOLAR. 
PRICE $18 PER 100 NET. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION, 


1334 Chestnut St., Philada., Pa. 





; in the receipt of the Ques- 
tion Book, schools will please order as early as pos- 
sible. We would like to have such orders now, and 
deliver the books during January. 


JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 


JUST ISSUED 


BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


4a-To prevent hen 
I 


FOR INFANT SCHOOLS, 
TEACHERS AND PAREN'TS. 
By Mr. Tyler, Mrs. Alden, Faith Latimer, and 
Mrs. Partridge, 
1Smo. Cloth. Price 30 Cents. 





Photographs, 15¢c. | 


| 


| 





Please address orders to 
JOHN A, BLACK, 


SCHOOL TIMES. — 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


A. S. BARNES & CO. 


PUBLISH THIS DAY 


“Pres, Finney’s Autobiography.” 


MEMOIRS OF 


REV, CHARLES G. FINNEY, 


WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 


WITH PORTRAIT ON STEEL. 


This vo 
and thoughts of the eminent 


lume presents the experience and labors 


Evangelist, Preacher, and Teacher, 


covering a period of fifty years. 
of great revivals in which he lab« 
towns and cities of the 


Itg 
red 


ives the history 
in the principal 


Middle and astern States —in Rome, 
Utica, Rochest:r, Auburn, Buffalo, 
Syracuse, Troy, New Lebanon, Wil- 

mington, Del.. Philadelphia, 
Reading, Penn., New York 
City. Providence, Hart- 
ford, Bostoa, and 
many other 
places. 


It gives an account of his evangelistic labors in 
England, continuing a year and a half in 1849-50, 
and again, a vear and a half in England and Scot 
land in 1859-60. 

It also presents his work in connection with Ober 
lin College, during a period of forty years. 

The book is full of personal incidents illustrating 
the power of the gospel upon the bearts and liv 
men, and of practical suggestions 
of revivals. It is also rich in 
sonal religious experience, 
the efficacy of prayer 

Every pastor and preacher, every Christian worker 
will find in the book valuable suggestions, and ¢ 
helpful stimulus in his work 


es of 
for the promotion 

its exhibition of per 
and of the nature and 


Will be sent, post-paid by the Publishers, 
on the receipt of price, 82.00. 


111 & 113 WILLIAM ST., New Vork. 
113 & LIS STATE 8T., Chicago. 


ROWN OF LIF OF LIF 


For Sunday yoy 


By W. A. Oapen, author of New Silver Song, of which 
over 50,000 have been 80 id. Nearly every specimen y 
examined brings an order for a supply. Be 60 per « dozen 
Specimen copy, 35 cts. BY Specimen pages free to all. 


ILVER CAROL 
KI ae aner aya le 





venile —— Books. 
*‘ Just what we have long wanted,’’ is the praise from 
every dir ae per owen AakeYour booker oy 
Or se 1d Spain, Soreammple co - BSF Specimen pages free 


NTHEM CHO! CHO! 


The most Mircea pitirverteteth epee ar work extant for ope n- 
ing and closing choir service, alao con- 
vention $10.50 per doz, Sample 


opy $1. B@ Specimen pages free 


W.W.WHITNEY, TOLEDO, 0. 





use 








of ‘The , Kaponal SundaPpSchool Teac me rs 


NM. Cc — Eprrokr. The Pioneer > 





How to Teach the Little Folks 


| Furnish all new 
} and 


| and 


Business Superintendent, | 


School oe e. 3. ndenominational Evangelic ab 
Best Cor tribut ol » Be “st Le Best 

$1.50 per year. S rt opu 
Specimen Copy ser FR F E: ‘ to 


Adams, Blackmer, & Lyon Pub. Co., Chi 


109 Pulton St, 
New York. 


merican 
OOK 


Exchange 


bOOKS 
books and bac 
Books, ne = 
old, loaned to all parts of the United States, 
Book Exchange Monthly, 25 cents'a year, gives par- 
ticulars, lists of books, etc. 

JO 





and second-hand 
reviews, Want second-hand 


numbers and volumes of periodicals, 


HN B. ALDEN, Manager. | ROB T WELLS, 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





I. De Witt 1 tie Editor, 


Offers Inducements to Agents, Subscribers, and 


Readers Never Be fore Presented, 


BE DI TOR TALS 


EVERY WEE BY DR. TALMAGE. 
SERMONS 
EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAG KE, 
SUNDAY-SCIOOL LESSONS 
EXPLAINED EVERY WEEK BY DR. TALMAGE., 
“4 GOOD YEAR,” 


A NEW 
* Please Goud, it sh 


Asgonts Wantea 
FOR EVERY TOWN IN 
The United States and Canada, 


such aOG ms nts will be offered that they 
thing else and go to work for 


SERIAL by ’ Dr. BAKER, oe Boston, who says 
vail t -y [have ever written, 


to whom 


ire sure to drop eve 
THE CHRISTI AN AT WORK, 
TERMS :—$3 per year, in advance. 


B. R. CORWIN, Publisher, 


102 Chambers Street, New York. 


HOW TO OBTAIN IT! 


All Sabbath-School workers are desirous of securing 
a copy ol 


“The Teacher's Bi 


OF WHICH 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES SAYS 








Wage - nes 


“THE TEACHER'S BIBLE is a choice edi- 
tion of deserved and growing popularity. It 
| ix similar to the best edition of Bagster’s, wth 
advantages over that.” 


i 


THE 


[linstrated Christian Weekly, 


Is a large 12-page paper, filled with choice reading 


and beautiful illustrations, published at 


the low price of 


Two Dollars and tifty Cents 


A YEAR, POSTPAID. 


We offer this pape rand “THE TEACHER'S BIBLE, 


} upon the following terms: 
| 





| new subscriber 





rs, sent us with the money ($15) 
| vill entitle the sender to one copy of the Teach 
| er’s Bible, bound in morocco, limp sides. 
her r (S 
new subse ri} rs, sent us with the money (#0) 
| will entitle nder to one copy of the Teach 
| er’s Bible, bound in morocco, bevelled board 
gilt roll, ete 
| gi 
| 
new subscribers, sent us with the money ($25) 
| will entitle the -ender to one copy of the Teach 
} er’s Bible, bound in Levant, limp sides. 
| 
| new subscribers, sent us with the money ($50) 
will entitle the sender to one copy of the Teach 
| er’s Bible, Levant, kid lined, 
| 
. e — 
| new subscribers, sent Us with the money ($37 
Wi entitle the ender nee pu of the lade 
yr mt edition of the res icher’s Bible, Levant, kid 
ined, pre cting ede pockets, ete 
eatin: ome 
Circulars deseriy e of these Bibles and sample 
| s sent e Bibles delivered without extra 
charg it a { cle or sent by expres 
when desired 


LUSTRATED CHRISTIAN 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 





No. 150 Nassau St... New York, or 
No. 1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
WNW ANI Ag i f in 
Y OR A ND A « Home Guest 
arries eve p ms beat the 
ld I a P articulars free. Sam- 
Du prt su y ed witb choice Moss 
e ( t C'¢ LATHAM & CO., 419 Wash 

ou j = t ~ 

est in the world—Importers’ 
Largest Company in America— 
taple Ss evervbou) Trac continu- 
als int yg \gents wanted ’ every where best 


uceme nts - ee t se nd tor Circular to 


P.O, Box 1287. 


L mie 
13 Vesey St., N. 


Wa 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 











NATIONAL SCHOOL OF 
ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, 
1418 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 

Designed to meet the wants of Clergymen, Law- 


yers, Teachers, Business Men, and all classes of ad 
vanced Students. Attention to Conversation and 
Oratory, as well as to Vocal Culture, Reading, and 


Recitation, Chartered March 
mas, Both sexes admitted. Nex 
day, February 14 j ar 

J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M... Principal. 


Grants Diplo 
t term opens Mon 


Send for « ( 


EST CHESTNUT STREET INSTITUTE, 
Ne. 4035 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
FOR YVOoOtUSG LADIES. 

This Boarding and Day School ts delightfully 
situated in Weet Philadelphia, and combines advan 
tages of both city and country For circulars with 
references address the Principal, Mrs. J. A. BOGARDUS 


CRITTENDEN’S 
NEW BUSINESS COLLEGE, 
1324 Chestnut St., Philadeiphia. 
BAXMUL W. CRITTENDEN, Principal, 
Author of “Crittenden’s Treatise on Book-keep 
ing.” No classes. Separate rooms for Ladies 


Evening sessions, after September i5th. Send for 
circulars giving full particulars, 


CHURCH ORGANS 


a i 
ESESTEHRY, ,, 
"Sita ao ot 





(Established 1846.) 


J. ESTEY & CO. 


Brattleboroaeo, Vt. 
ae Send for [ilustrated Catalogue. 


PHILADELPHIA WARKREROOMS 
FOR THE SALE OF 


ESTEY COTTAGE ORCANS & ARION PIANOS, 
1808 CHESTNUT STREEF. 
bE. M. BRUCE & Co. 


INSURANCE, 


THE 


CHARTER OAK 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF HARTFORD, CONN, 


ASSETS, January Ist, 1875, . $13,266,440.68 
SURPLUS,. .... + «ss 1,292,643.41 


Insurance effected on all the desirable plans. 
erm insurance under the plan of 


Deposit Insurance 


aspecial feature in this company, Send for cir- 
culars and pamphlets issued by this company. 


JAS. C, WALKLEY, Pres. 
8. H, Wurrs, Vice- Pres. and Treas. 


HALSEY STRVENS, Sec’y 
Ww, L. Squire, Ase’t Secy. L. W. Meecn, Actuary.- 


in25. S76. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHYLADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 825, 

Capital, $100,000,00, : - Assets, $1,559,853.76. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 

WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary 


UNDER TARERS, 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


FURNISHING UNDERTAKERS, 


NO, 1216 RACE ST., Philadelphia. 


Hearse, Carriages, etc., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour during 
the night or day W. JAMES ATWOOD 


Cafcecrow JAMES McKNIGHT, 
2oro FAnwount AVE. Parnishing Undertaker 


eRe. A Beautiful set ofGum Teeth $15, warranted 
if j lea ‘ 


fe equal to any made; solid gold fillings, $8: 
silver fillings $1. NEW YORK DENTAL ROOMS, 
Established 1851, Dr. MeADER, 1262 6th Avenue. 


ws CARDS BWA 


DRY GOODS, ETO. 


PRICE & WOOD 


SPECIALTI 


—IN— 
White Goods, Hamburg Edgings, 
Flouncings and Insertings. 
RUFFLINGS, PUFFINGS & TUCKINGS, 
Ladies & Gents’ Linen Handkerchiefs 


BELOW REGULAR PRICES, 


BARGAINS TABLE LINENS, NAPKINS, 


AND TOWELS. 


vom 5078 DRESS GOODS, 


Sheeting and Shirting Muslins at 
the very Lowest Prices. 


N. W. Cor. 8th & Filbert Sts. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


GARDEN SEEDS, 





1876. 1876. 
Contains descriptive and price list of Vegetable, 
Flower and Grass Seeds, Plants, Bulbs, Novelties, 
and every GARDEN REQUISITE. Beautifally il- 
lustrated. Send two three cent stamps for postage. 


DREER’S GARDEN CALENDAR, 






site Yaw + 
iS gem oO a* 
are the best the world produces. bis j are planted 
by a million people in America, and the result is 
beautiful Flowers and splendid Vegetables. A 
Priced Catalogue sent free to all who inclose the 
postage—a two cent a 

Vick’s Floral Guide, Quarterly, 25 cents a 
year. Viek'’s Flower and Vegetable Gar- 
den, 3) cents; with cloth covers 6 cents. 

Address, JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y. 


QWEE sa) 
« em ash 
~~ 





Plants, &e., sent safely by mail 2000 miles, postage free; 12 
5 


Roses, $1.00. 20 Verbenas, $1.00, Basket, or Bedding 
Plants, $1.00. 10 Geraniums, $1.00, A 12 pare Catalogue, tree. 
100 other thines, cheap. §@7 Also, all sorts of Fruit and 
Ornamental Trees, Shrubs, &c. A 64 pace Catalocue, free. 
2ud year. 400 acres. 15 greem-houses. STORRS, HARRISON 
& CO., Parnesvitye, O. 


FLOWER 
SEEDS. 


| Spooner’s Prize Flower Seeds. 
| SPOONER’S 
Boston Market Vegetable Seeds. 


The cheapest and best seeds 
| in the market. Send two sc. 


VEGETABLE stamps: our ttastrated cx: 


SEEDS, | neste, tans, 


FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 





FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN'S SAFE CO., 


721 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 








WORTH REPEATING. 


CHILD’S ITYMN AT NIGHTFALL. 
[Charles F. Richardson, in The Churchman. | 


Jerus, Jerus, 
The day is almost done, 
The shadows fly across the sky, 
The night is coming on; 
And through the fading Western light 
A great red star is shining bright. 


Jesus, Jeeus, 
The stars are very high, 
And higher far than highest star 
Thou reignest in the sky; 
Yet here beside me, Lord, thou art, 
With waiting ear and Joving heart. 


Jesus, Jesus, 
The wrongs that I have done, 
Both great and emall, thou knowest all; 
Forgive them, every one; 
So shall my sleep be aweet and sound, 
And guardian angels cluster round. 


Jesus, Jesus, 
Oh, bless not only me; 
With thy strong arm defend from harm 
All who need help from thee; 
And since thou knowest whom [ love, 
Send all a bleseing fron above. 


Jesus, Jesus 
O King of Paradise, 
When chines the light of morning bright 
Ope thou my willing eyes; 
Or if earth’s morn I never see, 
Take me, my Saviour, home to Thee! 


GEORGE MULLER. 
{William R. Hooper, in The Advance.] 


Vi R. Muller, at the head of the largest 
.Yt orphan institution in England, and of 
numerous other benevolent agencies, has 
been prominently before the public for 
more than forty years. If any statement 
of his, made continuously for all that time, 
were untrue, the world, that delights to 
sean the faults of Christians would long 
since have proclaimed it. During all this 
time, he bas always said that he has never 
asked a contribution from any living in- 
dividual. Were the statement false, in 
the sense in which he makes it, and in 
which it is generally understood, that 
faleehood would long since have been pro- 
claimed upon the housetops. That the 


sight of his buildings, that the statements | 


in his reports, that the knowledge of the 
large number of his orphans, do stimulate 
donors to contribute, there can be no 
doubt; but that he erects his buildings or 
publishes reports, to this end, there is little 
evidence. Such reports are published to 
give the history of a year that has passed 
away. The contributions caused by such 
reports are an indirect result. 

During the year 1874 Mr. Muller re- 
ceived $207,000; and by means of this sum 
he has supported 2 261 orphans, carried on 
95 schools in Spain, South America, India, 
and England; has supported in whole or 
in part 189 missionaries in China, the East 
Indies, Spain, the United States, and 
England; has distributed in these coun- 
tries 46,000 Bibles or parts of a Bible; and 
circulated nearly four millions of tracts 
and books 
of a man of seventy years of age, without 
a cent of his own, without a cent of in- 
vested funds, distributing the charities the 
church of Christ so freely sends him. 
Whatever it may or may not prove of the 
power of prayer, it certainly. shows the 


confidence of the Christians of Great | 


Britain and the world have in him when 
they send him such large sums. 

Depending 80 much on answers to 
prayer, a large part of his time is spent in 
the closet. If any man should profess that 
he had so much to do that he could not 


find time to pray, it would be George | 


Muller; but nothing’keeps him from making 
known his wants by supplication. He often 


uses ejaculatory prayer; but when the | 


usual hour arrives, he always retires. The 
lay begins with the reading of the Scrip 
tures and private prayer, when all objects 


that especially interest him are faithrully | 


presented before athrone of grace. Next 
comes family prayer. Leaving the fawily 
altar, husband aud wife kneel together for 
thanksgiving and for the wants of the day 
When trials press, they pray together again 
after dinner; and in times of great diffi 
culty this is repeated once or twice in the 
afternoon. And always at the close of the 
day’s work, an hour—noet a part of an 
hour, but a whole one,—is given to prayer 
At this last season, they bring before God 
fifty or more points, persons, or circum- 


This is only one year’s work | 


| atances, on which they ask the divine 
blessing. 

| George Muiler does not stand alone in 
his power of prayer. Francke preceded 
| him with a work equally great in a day of 
}much smaller spiritual things; Lewis 
| Harms, of whom Prof. Park, of Andover, 
| says, ‘I never saw a man so wonderful, so 
much like a being of another world anda 
superior race ;”’ Gosaner, Wichern, Cullis, 
| have all been our contemporaries and all 
|had great power with God. They have 
|each accomplished much good; but back 
of the fact of what they have done, lies the 
greater fact, if their statement may be be- 
| lieved, that God has given them, in answer 
to prayer, the moneys they have asked for. 
Francke supported 2,000 orphans ard laid 
the foundations of several educationa! and 
| charitable institutions, which at the ripe 
age of a century and a half, sti!! survive 
with all their original usefulcess. Gossner 
and Harms each sent out over one hun- 
dred foreign missionaries; yet al! three 
were poor men, without one cent of pro- 
perty, living by faith on the promises of 
God. 

The same assertion may be made of 
Muller, orof Francke, Gossner, and Harma, 
He always maintains that the sums he has 
received have come at the time and in the 
amount that he has asked. It may be 
said that his statement may be true, and 
yet that the facts only show a series of 
coincidences, remarkable indeed, but sub- 
ject to ordinary law. But the peculiarity 
of this series of facts is tha. they invaria- 
bly follow prayer, asking for these very 
facts. Coincidences do not maintain them- 
selves in unbroken sequence for nearly 
half a century. God’s band is doubtless 
hidden in second causes; but these second 
causes bave occurred in unvarying regu- 
larity as they have been prayed for. And 
the eye of faith, beholding these contribu- 
tions flowirg in from ail parts of the 
world, delighis to see in them countless 
events, proceeding in harmony with. ordi- 
nary affairs, in narmony also with the 
freedom of the human will, yet all tending 
toward one appointed centre, that God’s 
promises may be fulfilled. There is some- 
thing in the long train of these facts that 
is more than remarkable. They are only 
explicable on the theory that he who has 
promised to grant is also able to fulfill, 


CONSTANTINOPLE 


{From Dr. Field’s Letters, in The New York EF 





anqeist. | 


1 eo purely oriental charaec'er of Con- 
stantinople is seen in a visit to the Aa- 
zaars—a feature peculiar to Eastern cities. 
It was perhaps to avoid the necessity of 
locomotion, always painful to a Turk, that 
business has been concentrated within a 
defined space. Imagine an area of many 
acres, or of many City squares, all inclosed 
and covered in, and cut up into a great 
number of little streets or passages, on 
either side of which are ranged innumer- 
able petty shops, and you have a general 
idea of the bazaara. In front of each of 
these a venerable Turk sits squatting on 
his legs, and smoking his pipe, and ready 
to receive customers. You wonder where 
| he can keep his goods, for his shop is like 
|a baby house, a space of but a few feet 
square, But be receives you with oriental 
| courtesy, making a respectful sa/acm, per- 
| haps offering you coffee or a pipe to soothe 
| your nerves, and render your mind calm 
| and placid for the contemplation of the 
| treasures he is to set before you. And 
| 

! 

| 

' 

| 

' 

| 

| 

| 

| 





then he proceeds to take down from his 
shelves, or from some inner recess, what 
| doses indeed stir your enthusiasm, much as 
you may try to repress it—rich silks from 
Broussa, carpets from Persia, blades from 
| Damascus, and antique curiosities in 
bronze and ivory—all which excite the 
eager desire of lovers of things that are 
rare and beautiful. I should not like to 
| say (lest it should be betraying secrets) 
how many hours some of our party spent 
in these places, or what follies or extrava- 
gances they committed. Certai: 8 an 
exhibition of one phase of oriental life. it 
was a scene not to b 
To ‘ura from business to religion, as it 
is now perhaps midday or sunset, we hear 
from the minaret of a neighboring mosque 
| the muezzin calling the bour of prayer: 
and putting off our shoes, with sandalled 
| or slippered feet, we enter the holy piace, 
| At the vestibule are fountains, at which 
the Moslems are washing their hands and 
| feet before they goin to pray. We lift the 
} 
} 
' 
| 


forgotten, 


Vet 
heavy curtain which covers the door, and 


enier. One glance shows that we are not 


jin a Christian church, either Catholic or 
} Protestant. 


There is no cross and no 
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altar; no Lord’s Prayer, no Creed, and no 
Ten Commandments. The walls are naked 
and bare, with no sculptured form of 
prophet or apostle, and no painting of 
Christ or the Virgin. The Mahometans 
are the most terrible of iconoclastsa, and 
tolerate no “‘ images” of any kind, which 
seem to them a form of idolatry. But 
though the building seems empty and cold, 
there is a great appearance of devotion. 
All the worshipers stand with their faces 
turned toward Mecca, as the ulema in a 
low, wailing tone reads, or chants, pas- 
sages from the Koran. There is no music 
of any kind, except this dreary monotone. 
But all seem moved by some common 
feeling. They kneel, they bow themselves 
to the earth, they kiss the floor again and 
again in sign of their deep abasement _be- 
fore God and his prophet. We looked on 
in silence, respecting the proprieties of the 
place. But the scene gave me some un- 
pleasant reflections, not only at the blind 
superstition of the worshipers, but at the 
changes which had come to pass in this 
city of Constantine, the first of Christian 
emperors, and in a place which has been 
so often solemnly devoted to the worship 
of Christ. 


OVER-ORNAMENTATION. 
[Clarence Cook, in Scribner’s for February.] 


NE trick of our time I should like to 

have a word with, and that is, the 
habit of over-ornamenting everything. It 
is not merely that we over-ornament; where 
ornament is advisable at all, this is a natu- 
ral enough fault to fall into, but we orna- 
ment a thousand things that ought not to 
be ornamented. It is Rard to fn an object 
of merchandise to-day that has not orna- 
ment (so called) of some kind stuck or 
fastened upon it. That terrible word 
“bare” seems to have frightened us all, 
and driven us to cover the nakedness of 
things with whatever comes to hand. We 
cover our note-paper with clumsy water 
marks, we put “monograms” (though 
“many grams” would express better 
the multitudinousness and intricacy of 
these illegible devices) on our clothing, 
on our bed-linen, on our table-linen, on 
our books and title-pages, on our carri 
and silver—our silver! Oh, was there 
ever silver like unto ours for knobs and 
welts, and wrinkles and spikes, and every- 
thing that silver shouldn’t have? If the 
reader will look about him as he reads 
this, be will certainly find in his own sur- 
roundings, for we can none of us wholly 
escape, the justification for this criticism. 
The architects cannot design a house or a 
church, but they must carve every stone, 
cover the walls with cold, discordant tiles 
break up every straight line with cuts and 
chamfers, plow every edge into moidings, 
crest every roof-ridge and dormer-window 
with painted aad gilded iron, and refuse 
to give us a square foot of wall on which 
to rest the tired eye. Within, the furniture 
tollows in the same rampant lawlessness. 
The beauty of simplicity in form; the 
pleasure to be had from lines well thought 
out; the agreeableness of unbroken sur- 
faces where there is no gain in breaking 
them; harmony in color, and, on the whole, 
the ministering to the satisfaction we all 
have in not seeing the whole of everything 
at once—these considerations the makers 
of cur furniture, “ fashionable” and “ Canal 
street” alike, have utterly ignored, and the 
strife has long been, who shall make the 
loudest chairs and sofas, and give us the 
most glare and glitter for our money. 


EXCITEMENT AND REVIVAL. 
{From The New York Observer.) 
yey ree TS are not always revivals, 

but there are no revivals without ex- 
citement, When we receive letters giving 
accounts of revivals, with the assurance 
that there is not the least excitement, we 
understand perfectly that they who are the 
most excited are often the least conscious 
of the fact. 

Excitement is not evil. It is neither a 
moral nora physical evil. It is good to 
be zealously affected in a good cause, 
Zeal without knowledge or judgment, zeal 
without discretion or government, intem- 
perate zeal, is evil and only evil, and that 
continually. 

The devil knows that; and when Chris- 
tians who had delighted him by their 
stupidity in the cause of Christ and souls, 
wake up to duty, and begin to be excited 
in view of the perilous state of the church 
and the world, then the devil is ready to 
drive them into all manner of excess, to 
rain by overdoing the good they could not 
do without excitement, Too much is just 





as well for him as too little. 
mischief is his chief joy. 
Whether a revival partakes of the char- 
acter of a mere excitement, must be de- 
termined by observation and the judgment 
of wise and good men; and by its fruits, 
immediate and permanent. That the 
dread realities of the future of impenitent 
men, should arouse the careless to con- 
cern; that the abounding wickedness of 
the times ought to excite the virtuous to 
the use of means to turn the wicked from 
the error of their ways ; that the duties im- 
posed on Christians by their profession 
are in the line of immense and intense 
labor for the conversion of sinners, are 
facts too obvious for denial. Why then 
should not all men be excited to action, to 
zealous effort, to instant and mighty work 
in the religious reformation of the commu- 


To make 


— ?, 

he last thing to be afraid of in this 
community is too much excitement on the 
subject of religion. 

The temptation of the people does not 
lie that way. Worldliness and not godli- 
ness is the passion of the times. And if 
the trumpet of an archangel will by and 
by startle the silence of the tomb, it might 
be blown in the streets of this city to- 
day, and be unheard, so intent is the 
mind of the world upon the things of the 
world. ‘ 

We therefore thank God for the signs of 
revival; of increased attention to the con- 
cerns of the soul; of a sense of the fact 
that there is something higher and better 
than to buy and sell and get gain. Those 
signs of good are in the increased numbers 
that go to the house of prayer; the fre- 
quent inquiries by sinners for the way of 
life; the greater exertions made by Chris- 
tians to bring men to the knowledge of the 
truth ; and especially in the strong expec- 
tations raised that the time has come for 
the peculiar manifestation of the power of 
God in the conversion of men. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


AGENTS 7". GRAND NEW BOOK. 


PRESENT CONFLICT, 


of SCLENCE with RELIGION; or, 
MODERN SKEPTICISM MET on its OWN GROUND. 


The — theme and most vital question of the 
day. By the author of “ScIENCK AND THE BIBLE.” 
Every man, woman, and child wants to read it. It 
ives the Christian a reason for his faith, proves 

e wonderful discoveries of Science in harmony 
with God’s Word, disproves the i'yndall assertions 
and destroys the Darwin theory, It sells beyond 
all expectation. First agent sold 33, second 17, third 
25, first week. First agent 31 second week. Every- 
body buysit. Avoid tune sensational trash advertised 
by other publishers, and secure territory for this 
book, that sells because the people need and want 
it. Send for circuiar and terms to agents, P, W. 
ZIEGLER & CO., 518 Arch St., Philadeiphia, Pa. 


IMMENSE SUCCESS!! 40,000 of the Genuine 
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LIVINGSTONE 


already sold, demand increasing. Full of thrilling 
interest and spirited illustrations, the millions are 
eager to get it, and more good agents are needed at 
once. Profits are splendid. For particulars address, 
HUBBARD BROS., Publishers, 723 Sansom Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 








AGENTS WANTED 
For Dr. March’s Great Work, 

r Sst an w Et 
NIGHT SCENES. 
In the Bible. Sells everywhere, and always pieases, 
The Christian Herald says—‘ It is full of truth, pre- 
cious as gems in a style of golden purity and beauty.’ 
Commended by Ministers of all denominations, the 
Press and leading men everywhere. Send for cir- 
culars with full description. Thousands will be 
sold for HOLIDAY PRESENTS. Address J, 

©. McCURDY & CO., 265, Seventh St., Phila., Pa. 


DO GOOD! DO GOOD! DO GOOD! 
Agents Wanted for our new Authentic Book on 
r S ~ a Pan Ph ta 
MOODY & SANKEY, 
And their Work on both Sides of the Sea. 
Here is a chance to make money and do great good. 
Send for circulars and see what eminent clergymen 


say of it. Beware of unauthorized conypuations, Sell 
none bul the Genuine Edition. Address, 


AMERICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY, Hartford, Conn., 
or, 118 Randoiph Street, Chicago, Ills. 


$5 10 $20 Brissor'S Co. Fortiaud, Maine 


1] A WEEE w Agenw, Old and Young, Male and 
Female, in their lovality. Terms and OUTFIT 
— Address, P. O. VickERY & Co., Augusta, 
2. 


100 AGENTS WANTED for a New Religious 
‘ Work popular with all denominations. Posi 
tively the very best chance of the year for first 
class agents. For circulars, address Hi. S. tiowa- 
speea & Co., 14 Barclay Si., N.Y. 


$ a day at home. Agents wanted. Ontfit and 
terms free, TRUZ & CO., Augusta, Maine, 


INSURANCE, 


TWENTY-SIXTHEH 


ANNUAL STATEMENT 


—OF THE— 


AMA 


LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


—or— 





PHILADELPHIA, 


§. E. cor. Fourth and Walnat Streets, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, 1875, 











REECIPTS, 

Premiums received during the year..... $901,216.25 

Interest received from investments and 
DION, «nconcieeeosisistnsensanintatentulesectioneeuen 262,913.33 
$1 164,129.58 

LOSSES AND EXPENSES. 

Life losses and endowments paid......... seo $540,308.40 
Traveling agents and commissions......... 59,260.19 
Amounts paid for surrendered policies.... 61,125.87 
Salaries and medical examinations........ - 33,121.50 
U.S. and State taxes and licenses.... one 13,909.55 
Printing, advertising, stamps, CtC.........++ 27 6638.62 


$735,429.13 
237,263.53 


Surplus premiums returned to insured 
EG. GEVUGOTIGB.-0001..0.cccesscsscnccnessccesesscense 


ASSETS JANUARY 1, 1876. 


$100,000 State of Pennsylvania loan 
6's (3d series)......... 

113,000 Dllinois eounty bonds 
35,000 Jersey City, N. J., bonds, 7’s | 
29,000 Louisville, Ky., bonds, 7’s | 
25,00 Rochester city water bonds, | 







‘ PPrrrerti ttt eit ee oees ° 

34,100 District of Columbia bonds, 
PPS ON B-B0'S.....cccsccoce sooscee 
20,000 Kankakee, UL, school bonds, 
10's annudens ganaslesepesvect 

23,600 American Steamship Co.'s 
IRE, cccnbaacaphaisdbasconingins sede 


15,000 City of Cape May, N. J., 

NS CEO LIA AE 

10,000 City of Pittsburg, Pa., bonds, 

+ Water | 505,002.00 

CUTAN, SG... caccdncccsmpaincessecees 

7,000 Pennsylvania Canal Co. 

I CIN ocinccen dusananesaieedaycic 

5,000 City of St. Lonis, Mo., bonds, 
th 








5,000 Pennsylvania Railroad gen’! | 

mortgage bonds, 6's, = 

200 shares Pennsylvania R R.... | 
316 shares Corn Exchange Na- 


tional Bunk. 

100 shares Commercial National 

MEI: «noe ndeandh pibeséasdcgeasanse 

166 sbares Union National Bank. 

22 shares Consolidation Na- 

SE CTAOE TUTE .icccnssscnccenenevens 

500 shares Centennial Exposi 

EN shomieiee:Aanenen 

4 shares Military Academy, 

CORMIER, FB isccenssicccctcnessrtvens ! 

Mortgages upon real estate 
Real estate 





$2,600, 889.56 
$21,500.00 











Loans on collaterals amply secured...... 329,779.26 
Premium notes secured by policies,...... 745,616.14 
Premiums in hands of agents, secured 
by bonds, less cost of collection......... 36,413.46 
Delerred semi-annual and quarterly pre- 
miiums (OStiMALO)....000--ccsrscccnecaceseseesce 88,000.00 
Cash on and hand in banks, ae 247 606.54 
Accrued interest to January 1..,............. 128,164.01 
* nepichaiabeaalaiiiadat 
$5,002,970.97 
TRUSTEES, 
George W. Hill, Philip B. Mingle, 
Alexander Whilldin, Hon. Alex, G. Cattell, 


George Nugent, Isaac Hazlehurst, 


Hon. James Pollock, Henry K. Bennett, 
William J. Howard, L. M. Whilldin. 
Albert C. Roberts, John Wanamaker, 
H. H. Eldridge. 

GEORGE W. HILL, President. 

GEORGE NUGENT, Vice-President. 

ALEX. WHILLDIN, Chairman Finance Com. 
JOHN C, SIMS, Actuary 

JOHN 8S. WILSON, Se 
J.G. HAMMER, 


retary and Treasurer. 
Lssistant Secretary. 








MISCELLANEOUS, 





LADIES! 


Desiring a Sewing Machine in the Sewing Society 
under their charge, are respectfully invited to ad- 
dress the undersigned. Liberal arrangements will 
be proposed and satisfaction guaranteed. Special 
terms to clergymen. 


WEED SEWING MACHINE CO., 


HARTFORD, CONN, 
HOMER BLANCHARD, President. 


(Please mention that you saw this in THe Sun- 
DAY-SCHOOL TIMES.) 





ss, OCT Was “Oliver” that asked for more‘ 
EUREKA] 
——aee = In those sad, hungry days of yore: 
= SHINE} But now the claims that none resist 
LK. . ' - 
LK] Are for the famed EurEKA Twist. 





‘ ee. Yaa by y eNe 
10 PER CENT. NET. 
Improved Farm First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guar- 
amteed. We loan not to exceed one-third of the 
value ascertained by personal ee, In many 
years’ business have never lost a dollar. We pay the 
interest promptly semi-annually in New York. No 
customer of ours ever waited a day for interest, not 
even during the hardest time that Kansas is likely 
ever to see. Her prosperity is now certain. Send for 
particulars. References in every State in the Union. 

J.B, WATKINS & CO., Lawrence, Kansas. 
4@-Collections throughout the West a specialty. “2a 


“ 6 4 \g - 
THE FONNIEST 
And most amusing Mechanical 
Toy ever invented. Will make 
you laugh if you never laughed 
before. The Chinaman and 
White man engaged in mortal 
combat. Operate on any floor, 
For sale by all toy-deaiers, or 
sent post-paid, to any address, 
for 25 cents, by the 
RICHARDS’ MANUFACTURING CO. 

91 Washington St., Chicago, Ill. 





ELEGANT STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS AS SAM- 
PLES, for 25 cents, or 75 cents per dozen. Over 
100 different views of the Holy Land. 
J.C. HENRY, Gicn’s Falls, N. Y, 
> ARCH STREET, 
916 PHILADELPHIA, 916 


THOMAS M. FREELAND, 


FURRIER. 


We have ready a fine stock of Ladies’ Furs made for 
first-class trade, which we will sell at the lowest 
rates. Alterations and repairs done in the best 
manner. 


SEAL SACQUES, SABLE, BLACK MARTEN, CHIN- 
CHILLA, SEAL, OTTER AND BEAVER SETS. 


$15 SHOT GUN 


A double barrel enn, bar or front action locks; 
warranted genuine twist barrels, and a good shooter, 
OB NOSALE; with Flask, Pouch and Wad-cutter, for 
#15. Can be sent”. 0. D. with privilege to examine 
before ying bill. Send stamp for circular to B. 
POWELL & SON, 238 Main Street, Cincinnati, O. 





ESTABLISHED 1853. 


Of the latest and most beantiful designs, and all 
Other siate work ou baud or made toorder. Fac- 
tory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVENUE. 

WILSON & MILLER, Philadeiphia, 


J. & 8. LAMB.59.CARMINEST.N.Y 
Pulpits CHAIRS COMMUNION Tables 
Exclusively for CHURCH PURPOSES. 
Silk $. $. Banners in coiors & gold, $6. 





Catalogues, 350 Lilus., post-free, 15 cta, 


JOHN GiBSON—Plain, Decorative, and Fresco Painting. 

or} 1 Qo Glass Stainers, Modern and 
J. 4 u. i, GIBSUN, Antiqug Church Glass, Ete, 
123 and 125 8S. Eleventh Street, Phila. 








BOCKEWVE BELL FOUNDRY 
pel Bstablishea wm 18ST 
Superior Belis of Co rand Tin 
Mounted with the best Rotary Hang 
ings, for Churches, Schools, Farms 
‘actories, Court Houses, Fire Alarms 
Tower Clocks, Chimes, ete Pullg 
Warrante 1. 

Ulustrated Catalogae sent Free. 

VANDCOZEN & TIFT, 


_ = 102 mud 104 Kast Second St. .Civue vost 





Carpet Stretcher J ciwithit 





TACK HAMMER [§ “2ze:! 


and Carpe 





COMBINED | ers, orsent post 

The only device ever 1 ey a on receipt 
invented that will fay BR awdeehoe 

Carpets succes fully. # Sead & Eet one aor. 











No more backacbes 








Address, 
Expel. Mfg. Oo. 
151 wlich. Av’e, 
Chleugy, Ls, 
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b -_ plans of Tux Sunpay-scHoot Times for 1876 are broader and more complete than ever. The representative paper of the Sunday-school cause is to keep pace with the 
rapid progress of thought and work in its sphere. 


INTERNATIONAL LESSON HELPS. 


Its lesson-helps form a series not to be excelled. They include: 
1. An eg poe of the Lesson by William Ormiston, D.D., who as a skilled teacher and thorough Bible student shows rare power in adapting the lesson-truths practically 
to all classes of learners. 

. Normal Hints to Primary-class teachers, by ‘‘ Faith Latimer’ (Mrs. J. A. Miller, of Louisville, Ky.), herself an experienced primary-class teacher. 

. A brief Application of the spiritual truths of each lesson, by the Rev. A. J. Gordon, of Boston. 

. Bible Lights on the lesson, or parallel and illustrative Scripture texts, to show at a glance the bearing of Scripture on Scripture. 

. Selected Illustrations, to aid the teacher in understanding and applying lesson-truths. 

An Eclectic Commentary, or the best thoughts of the ages on the Bible teaching of the lesson. 

. Suggestive Outlines for the Blackboard, or the class slate, by the Rev. J. B. Atchinson, of Detroit, and others. 

. Lights from Bible Lands. A series of sketches of travel, and of Oriental illustrations, by well known scholars and travelers, including Henry J. Van Lennep, D.D. 
author of the The Oriental Album, Bible Lands, etc,; also the Rev. W. L. Gage, the well-known Bible geographer, who visi Palestine in 1875 and made 
special examination of localities considered in the lessons for 1876. 

Review plans by John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn., a master-workman in review methods. 
. Special articles by competent and distinguished writers calculated to aid parents and teachers in the study of the lessons of the year. 


NORMAL HELPS. 


In the line of ey to Sunday-schoo! workers, aside from mere lesson study, there are promised : 

A series of Normal papers, on methods of work in every department of the Sunday-school (showing what should be done, and why), calculated to be of service to pastors, 
uperintendents, and teachers, and to local normal-classes. 

‘* Words of Workers,” a collection of the best sayings of the best Sunday-school workers on classified themes of Sunday-school work. 

A Bible exercise for the Sunday-school concert, as often as once a month. 

Specimen exercises for opening and closing schools, for installing ‘teachers, and for various special occasions. 

Descriptive sketches of specimen Sunday-schools in city and country—church and mission schools. 


OTHER ATTRACTIONS. 


As a Sunday-school newspaper Tus Times is to retain its foremost place, giving in convenient and classified form Sunday-school intelligence from all parts of the world 
including reports of conventions, institates, associations, normal-classes, with tne most valuable addresses of leading Sunday-schoo!l workers. , 

Its columns of Home Reading are to be supplied with the choicest original materia] from the pens of the best writers. As an earnest of the good things to be provided in 
this department it may be mentioned that among those who have contributed to it within the t few weeks are John Hall. D.D., C. H. Toy, D.D., Theodore Cuyler, D.D., M. 
B. Riddle. D.D., Edward Egleston, D.D., Geo. Dana Boardman, D.D., W. H. VanDoren D.D., Peter Stryker, D.D., J. T. Crane, D.D., the Rev. Messrs. Washington Gladden 
B. L. Agnew, Samue! W Duffield, Lyman Abbott, Asa Bullard, Joseph H. Twichell, G. B. Wilicox, and Spencer Kennard, W. C. Prime, LL. D., John 8 Hart LL.D., Gen. O 0. 
Howard, Mary EB. Bradley, Margaret E. Sangster, Mrs. W. F. Crafts, Mary B. Dodge, and Mrs. E. Oakes Smith, These and many such strong writers may be counted on for 1876, 

Choice rel om and miscellaneous selections from American and European journals, under the head of ‘‘ Worth Repeating,” will add to the value of the paper in the Chris- 
tian househok 

Care will be taken to make its reviews and notices of current literature so thorough and discriminating as to give to the reader an understanding of the character and merits 
of the works considered 

Indeed, it is intended to make this paper in all departments worthy of its foremost place in the Sunday-school world, 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


The following subscription rates, payable in advance, were established November 15th: 


From 1 to 14 Copies, . $2.15 each, (which includes 15 Cents for prepaid postage.) 
From 16 to 29 7 - - 1.90 ™ a - . a 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 ri = » - a 

To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time of making their subscription, state that they are such. $1,65 each. 


A NEW FEATURE. 


To secure to superintendents, for use in the desk, helps to which the teachers and scholars have not access, 


“THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER” 


is to be issued monthly, containing for each week blackboard outlines, suggestions for comment and remark, review questions, and appropriate illustrations. This paper will be 
sent on receipt of its price, 50 cents, only to subscribers of Tus Times, who are pastors or superintendents, and who when ordering it, state that they are such. 
The above rates include postage, which will be prepaid at the office of publication. 


SCHOLARS’ HELPS. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


A handsome Lesson Leaf on colored paper—a different color for each Sunday of the month—will be published, to aid scholars in their study. This Leaf will contain the 
Lesson Text, the Topic, and Golden Text, a list of Home Readings, a Lesson Outline, and questions to aid the scholar not only in his examination of the lessons but in the 
practical application of its truths. 


| ' “THE SCHOLAR’S QUARTERLY.” 


There is also offered for the new year a collection in small quarto form of the twelve lessons of each three months, with a quarterly review outline for the thirteenth Sunday. 
With the Scripture text of each lesson will be given marginal references; and the pronunciation of proper names will be indicated. Brief explanatory notes to aid the scholars in 
their study ; suggestions to teachers and scholars as to methods of work; a compact Bible dictionary or alphabetical explanation of terms, and description of persons, places, and 
customs included in the lessons; a map of Palestine in the time of Saul, and a preliminary sketch of the subjects of study, by the Rev. William Ormiston, D.D., of New York, 
will aid in making THe ScHoLArR’s QUARTERLY the most complete and valuable help to scholars published on the International Lessons. The objections raised by many against 
f detached Lesson Leaves are met in this publication—which is at the same time a great improvement over the old-fashioned question book. 

The lesson questions in both Tue Weekty Lesson Lear and Tae ScHoLar’s QuARTERLY, and the review outlines, will be prepared by John B. Smith, of East Hartford, Conn. 
i —who is unequaied in this line of work—the whole being revised by H. Clay Trumbull, recently Normal Secretary of the American Sunday-school Union, and now editor-in- 
H chief of Tar SunpAy-scHooL TIMEs. . 

In ordering the Weekly Lesson Leaves subscribers should state the month for which they desire to have them commence; if they do not, the Leaves will be sent for the 
month following the date of receiving the order. 

Subscribers not receiving Lessons by the tenth of the month previous to their date, will please notify the Business Manager, so that they may be forwarded at once, 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF: (4e¢ Copies, one month, - - $ .60 


™ Cobo 
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100 one year, - - 7.20 
, 7 ,,,1OO0 Copies, three months - $ 5.00 
‘FY iv Yay / > fe +. 9 i 
THE SCHULAR’S QUARTERLY:\760 ©! One yearn. - 20.00 
} * LESS THAN 100 COPIES OF EITHER AT SAME RATE. 
| ADDRESS, 
NEW YORK OFFICE: JOHN YD. WATTLES, 
304 FOURTH AVENUE, BUSINESS MANAGER, 


E. P. WALLING, Agent. 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
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